


The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints
He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God
 
“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church”

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF ST. GILES CHURCH, WHITTINGTON ON 30th MARCH 2026 IN THE CHURCH HALL MEETING ROOM

1. OPENING PRAYER
The meeting opened in prayer led by Revd. Ashley Hines. 

2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES
Present:
Revd. Ashley Hines, (chair), David Clarke, Richard Dyott, Sara Dyott, Lynne Ingham, Gillian Davis, Pam Rowley, Paul Rowley, Kathryn Duncan Brown, Jane Booker and Jane Jones.
Apologies:  Christine Dutton, Simon Donnan, Jeremy Duncan Brown, Gill Hollis

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Jane Booker cited her on-going membership of the Parish Council.

4. AFFIRMATION OF GILL HOLLIS’ LAY MINISTRY
It was unanimously agreed to affirm the continuing ministry of Gill Hollis as Lay Reader. The relevant documents were signed by Revd. Ashley Hines and the PCC Secretary.
Thanks were expressed to Gill, with whom Ashley confirmed she had had a very productive meeting.

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN JANUARY 2026
After one amendment, these were unanimously accepted on a proposal by David Clarke seconded by Sara Dyott.
The notes of the meeting to discuss Cornerstone were also recorded

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 
Permission has been received for on-line payments.

7. FINANCE 
 Richard presented the annual accounts as previously circulated and these were unanimously approved. 
David presented the annual report and financial statement which had been circulated previously and this was agreed unanimously for signing at the APCM.
Richard outlined the current financial position, mentioning that Middletons have undertaken a further repair to the carpark and although he is not entirely satisfied with the outcome, the final £2000 will now be paid.
Our expenditure exceeds income by £5800 so far this year. We are running at a deficit of approximately £2000 monthly.
Jane Booker commented that we need to consider how to reduce expenditure.
Thanks were expressed to Richard for his assiduous work as treasurer.

8. OUTREACH
1. HEATING AND ENERGY PLAN
David reported that a Diocesan expert had visited and Halo heaters, Solar panels and batteries, secondary glazing, and the needs of the organ were all mentioned. 
It was also suggested that it might be possible to obtain a grant from HS2 towards the boiler replacement in the future.
Action Point:  David to progress and report back.
2. CORNERSTONE
It is proposed to pursue the 6 basic pathways and send a letter to all on the electoral roll explaining the position and requesting consideration of reviewing/increasing giving.
Lynne Ingram mentioned that we can apply for a benefice grant and she will shortly be available to help David with this initiative.
Action Point:  David to draft a letter for issue to all on the electoral roll.
An article for Connect/Parish Magazine will also be considered after the APCM.
Action Point:  Ashley will suggest to Lynne Mills that she might make payments on line.
3. GRAVEYARD ASHES PLOTS
Mark, the grave digger would like another row of about 30 ashes plots.  This will not impinge on the area used by Sunbeams.
On a proposal by David Clarke, seconded by Sara Dyott, this was unanimously accepted.

9. SLAVERY REPARATIONS
Jane Booker explained the situation regarding the Church Commissioners’ intention to pay £100 million into a fund to make reparation for injustices in which the Church had past dealings.
This pays no regard to the good work undertaken in abolition of slavery and
the true financial cost.
It would appear that other dioceses have responded against this decision, but it is supported by The Archbishop of Canterbury. There is no recollection of our opinion being sought and it does not seem to have been discussed at Deanery/Diocesan Synod. 
On a proposal by Jane Booker, seconded by Kathryn Duncan Brown, there was a majority decision with 3 abstentions, that the PCC was not in favour of making a payment of £100 million by way of slavery reparations.
Action Point:  Jane Booker will draft a letter for issue to the Bishop, Archbishop and Church Commissioners.

10. BLESSING OF SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
Following a decision by the General Synod in February 2026 it has been confirmed that services of blessing are not permissible. Prayers can however be included within a general service if expressly requested.

11. ECO CHURCH
The policy has been drafted and circulated with a copy on the church website.
Proposed by David Clarke and seconded by Pam Rowley, this was unanimously approved, signed by Ashley at the meeting and will be reviewed in 2 years.
Thanks were expressed to the team involved in drawing this together.
We can now consider working towards the Silver Award.

12. SAFEGUARDING
Lynne Ingham will be issuing emails to individuals advising them of their safeguarding status and actions required to update.

13. OTHER BUSINESS 
1. Mark Davis, Director of Education, will be invited to the next PCC meeting to discuss difficulties with school contact.
2. The Secretary outlined the position regarding appointments to the Deanery Synod and PCC at the APCM.
3. Times and locations for Easter Services were clarified.
4. All commented that the service led by Revd. Paul Wilcox, Lynne Ballinger’s brother, was very well-received.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next full meeting of the PCC will take place on 8th June.

15. CONCLUSION
There being no further business, the meeting closed with the Grace at 8.59pm.



