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The Purpose 
The Gospel according to 

Luke is the first part of a 

two-volume work that 

continues the biblical 

history of God’s dealings 

with humanity found in the 

Old Testament, showing 

how God’s promises to 

Israel have been fulfilled in 

Jesus and how the salvation 

promised to Israel and accomplished by Jesus has 

been extended to the Gentiles. The stated purpose of 

the two volumes is to provide Theophilus and others 

like him with certainty—assurance—about earlier 

instruction they have received (Lk 1:4). To 

accomplish his purpose, Luke shows that the 

preaching and teaching of the representatives of the 

early church are grounded in the preaching and 

teaching of Jesus, who during his historical ministry 

(Acts 1:21–22) prepared his specially chosen 

followers and commissioned them to be witnesses to 

his resurrection and to all else that he did (Acts 

10:37–42). This continuity between the historical 

ministry of Jesus and the ministry of the apostles is 

Luke’s way of guaranteeing the fidelity of the 

Church’s teaching to the teaching of Jesus. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:4#50001004
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/1:21#52001021
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/1:22#52001022
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/10:37#52010037
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/10:37#52010037
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/10:42#52010042
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjoqqi9oaLUAhVIZlAKHTbkDmMQjRwIBw&url=http://catholicconvert.com/blog/2016/10/18/lukes-gospel-greek-physician-historian-friend-of-mary/&psig=AFQjCNFgdAMI9meaQ3JUIRsYxGZeHMGBJw&ust=1496599424463021
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The Salvation of Humanity Focus 

Luke’s story of Jesus and the church is dominated 

by a historical perspective. This history is first of all 

salvation history. God’s divine plan for human 

salvation was accomplished during the period of 

Jesus, who through the events of his life (Lk 22:22) 

fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies (Lk 4:21; 

18:31; 22:37; 24:26–27, 44), and this salvation is 

now extended to all humanity in the period of the 

church (Acts 4:12). This salvation history, 

moreover, is a part of human history. Luke relates 

the story of Jesus and the church to events in 

contemporary Palestinian (Lk 1:5; 3:1–2; Acts 4:6) 

and Roman (Lk 2:1–2; 3:1; Acts 11:28; 18:2, 12) 

history for, as Paul says in Acts 26:26, “this was not 

done in a corner.” 

 

 Finally, Luke relates the story of Jesus and the 

church to contemporaneous church history. Luke is 

concerned with presenting Christianity as a 

legitimate form of worship in the Roman world, a 

religion that is capable of meeting the spiritual needs 

of a world empire like that of Rome. To this end, 

Luke depicts the Roman governor Pilate declaring 

Jesus innocent of any wrongdoing three times (Lk 

23:4, 14, 22). At the same time Luke argues in Acts 

that Christianity is the logical development and of 

Judaism and is therefore deserving of the same 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/22:22#50022022
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:21#50004021
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:31#50018031
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/22:37#50022037
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:26#50024026
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:27#50024027
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:44#50024044
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/4:12#52004012
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:5#50001005
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:1#50003001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:2#50003002
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/4:6#52004006
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:1#50002001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:2#50002002
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:1#50003001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/11:28#52011028
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/18:2#52018002
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/18:12#52018012
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/26:26#52026026
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:4#50023004
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:4#50023004
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:14#50023014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:22#50023022
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toleration and freedom traditionally accorded 

Judaism by Rome                    (Acts 13:16–41; 23:6–

9; 24:10–21; 26:2–23). 

 

 

The prominence given to the period of the church in 

the story has important consequences for Luke’s 

interpretation of the teachings of Jesus. By 

presenting the time of the church as a distinct phase 

of salvation history, Luke accordingly shifts the 

early Christian emphasis away from the expectation 

of an imminent second coming to earth of Jesus 

(Parousia) to the day-to-day concerns of the 

Christian community in the world. He does this in 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/13:16#52013016
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/13:41#52013041
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/23:6#52023006
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/23:9#52023009
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/24:10#52024010
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/24:21#52024021
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/26:2#52026002
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/26:23#52026023
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXyf6DoqLUAhVPL1AKHYRzAn8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.catholic-resources.org/Art/Evangelists_Symbols.htm&psig=AFQjCNFgdAMI9meaQ3JUIRsYxGZeHMGBJw&ust=1496599424463021
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the gospel by regularly emphasizing the words 

“each day” (Lk 9:23; cf. Mk 8:34; Lk 11:3; 16:19; 

19:47) in the sayings of Jesus. 

 

 Although Luke still believes the second coming of 

Jesus to be a reality that will come unexpectedly   

(Lk 12:38, 45–46), he is more concerned with 

presenting the words and deeds of Jesus as guides 

for the conduct of Christian disciples in the interim 

period between the ascension and the parousia and 

with presenting Jesus himself as the model of 

Christian life and piety. 

 

Throughout the gospel, Luke calls 

upon the Christian disciple to 

identify with the master Jesus, who 

is caring and tender toward the poor 

and lowly, the outcast, the sinner, 

and the afflicted, toward all those 

who recognize their dependence on 

God (Lk 4:18; 6:20–23 ; 7:36–50; 

14:12–14; 15:1–32; 16:19–31; 

18:9–14; 19:1–10; 21:1–4), but who 

is severe toward the proud and self-righteous, and 

particularly toward those who place their material wealth 

before the service of God and his people (Lk 6:24–26; 

12:13–21; 16:13–15, 19–31; 18:9–14, 15–25)  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/9:23#50009023
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mk/8:34#49008034
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/11:3#50011003
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/16:19#50016019
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:47#50019047
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/12:38#50012038
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/12:45#50012045
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/12:46#50012046
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:18#50004018
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/6:20#50006020
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/6:23#50006023
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:36#50007036
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:50#50007050
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/14:12#50014012
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/14:14#50014014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/15:1#50015001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/15:32#50015032
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/16:19#50016019
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/16:31#50016031
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:9#50018009
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:14#50018014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:1#50019001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:10#50019010
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/21:1#50021001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/21:4#50021004
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/6:24#50006024
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/6:26#50006026
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/12:13#50012013
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/12:21#50012021
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/16:13#50016013
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/16:15#50016015
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/6:19#50006019
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/6:31#50006031
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:9#50018009
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:14#50018014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:15#50018015
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:25#50018025
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZp5ugo6LUAhXKKlAKHcSTDAEQjRwIBw&url=http://nhne-pulse.org/jesus-the-man/&psig=AFQjCNGOZZYPxcImOZJIFBQRSmyUBaJKTQ&ust=1496599879949507
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No gospel writer is more 

concerned than Luke with the 

mercy and compassion of Jesus 

(Lk 7:41–43; 10:29–37; 13:6–9; 

15:11–32). No gospel writer is 

more concerned with the role of 

the Spirit in the life of Jesus and 

the Christian disciple (Lk 1:35, 

41; 2:25–27; 4:1, 14, 18; 10:21; 

11:13; 24:49), with the importance of prayer (Lk 3:21; 

5:16; 6:12; 9:28; 11:1–13; 18:1–8), or with Jesus’ 

concern for women (Lk 7:11–17, 36–50; 8:2–3; 10:38–

42). 

 

 While Jesus calls all humanity to repent (Lk 5:32; 10:13; 

11:32; 13:1–5; 15:7–10; 16:30; 17:3–4; 24:47), he is 

particularly demanding of those who would be his 

disciples. Of them he demands absolute and total 

detachment from family and material possessions (Lk 

9:57–62; 12:32–34; 14:25–35). To all who respond in 

faith and repentance to the word Jesus preaches, he brings 

salvation (Lk 2:30–32; 3:6; 7:50; 8:48, 50; 17:19; 19:9) 

and peace (Lk 2:14; 7:50; 8:48; 19:38, 42) and life (Lk 

10:25–28; 18:26–30). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:41#50007041
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:43#50007043
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:29#50010029
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:37#50010037
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/13:6#50013006
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/13:9#50013009
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/15:11#50015011
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/15:32#50015032
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:35#50001035
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:41#50001041
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:25#50002025
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:27#50002027
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:1#50004001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:14#50004014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:18#50004018
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:21#50010021
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/11:13#50011013
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:49#50024049
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:21#50003021
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/5:16#50005016
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/6:12#50006012
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/9:28#50009028
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/11:1#50011001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/11:13#50011013
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:1#50018001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:8#50018008
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:11#50007011
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:17#50007017
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:36#50007036
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:50#50007050
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/8:2#50008002
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/8:3#50008003
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:38#50010038
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:42#50010042
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/5:32#50005032
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:13#50010013
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/11:32#50011032
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/13:1#50013001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/13:5#50013005
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/15:7#50015007
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/15:10#50015010
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/16:30#50016030
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/17:3#50017003
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/17:4#50017004
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:47#50024047
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/9:57#50009057
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/9:57#50009057
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/9:62#50009062
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/12:32#50012032
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/12:34#50012034
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/14:25#50014025
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/14:35#50014035
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:30#50002030
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:32#50002032
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:6#50003006
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:50#50007050
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/8:48#50008048
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/8:50#50008050
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/17:19#50017019
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:9#50019009
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:14#50002014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/7:50#50007050
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/8:48#50008048
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:38#50019038
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:42#50019042
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:25#50010025
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:25#50010025
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/10:28#50010028
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:26#50018026
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:30#50018030
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLovzGo6LUAhUNJlAKHUxgAZcQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/309341068125161108/&psig=AFQjCNFHDT5ftRHKevHRiRDyweFWe0m15A&ust=1496599972286920
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Who was Saint Luke? 
Early Christian tradition, from the late second 

century on, identifies the author of this gospel and of 

the Acts of the Apostles as Luke, a Syrian from 

Antioch, who is mentioned in the New Testament in 

Col 4:14, Phlm 24 and 2 Tm 4:11. The prologue of 

the gospel makes it clear that Luke is not part of the 

first generation of Christian disciples but is himself 

dependent upon the traditions he received from 

those who were 

eyewitnesses and 

ministers of the word (Lk 

1:2). His two-volume 

work marks him as 

someone who was highly 

literate both in the Old 

Testament traditions 

according to the Greek 

versions and in 

Hellenistic Greek 

writings.Among the 

likely sources for the 

composition of this 

gospel (Lk 1:3) were the 

Gospel of Mark, a 

written collection of sayings of Jesus known also to 

the author of the Gospel of Matthew and other 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/col/4:14#59004014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/phlm/1:24#65001024
http://www.usccb.org/bible/2tm/4:11#63004011
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:2#50001002
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:2#50001002
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:3#50001003
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuv7nDpKLUAhXJbVAKHcbpB1YQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/560346378621099646/&psig=AFQjCNFWWJ7rVY0FfgI7huh5tzRHwOvmpA&ust=1496600241433263
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special traditions that were used by Luke alone 

among the gospel writers. Some hold that Luke used 

Mark only as a complementary source for rounding 

out the material he took from other traditions. 

Because of its dependence on the Gospel of Mark 

and because details in Luke’s Gospel (Lk 13:35a; 

19:43–44; 21:20; 23:28–31) imply that the author 

was acquainted with the destruction of the city of 

Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70, the Gospel of 

Luke is dated by most scholars after that date; many 

propose A.D. 80–90 as the time of composition. 

 

Luke’s consistent substitution of Greek names for 

the Aramaic or Hebrew names occurring in his 

sources (e.g., Lk 23:33; Mk 15:22; Lk 18:41; Mk 

10:51), his omission from the gospel of specifically 

Jewish Christian 

concerns found in 

his sources (e.g., 

Mk 7:1–23), his 

interest in Gentile 

Christians (Lk 

2:30–32; 3:6, 38; 

4:16–30; 13:28–

30; 14:15–24; 

17:11–19; 24:47–

48), and his 

incomplete 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/13:35#50013035
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:43#50019043
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:44#50019044
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/21:20#50021020
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:28#50023028
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:31#50023031
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:33#50023033
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mk/15:22#49015022
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/18:41#50018041
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mk/10:51#49010051
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mk/10:51#49010051
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mk/7:1#49007001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/mk/7:23#49007023
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:30#50002030
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:30#50002030
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:32#50002032
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:6#50003006
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:38#50003038
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:16#50004016
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:30#50004030
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/13:28#50013028
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/13:30#50013030
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/14:15#50014015
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/14:24#50014024
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/17:11#50017011
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/17:19#50017019
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:47#50024047
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:48#50024048
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwizg9aMpaLUAhWKaVAKHUAaBwoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bcm-net.org/content/kinsler2016&psig=AFQjCNENvAKBaYvqU8I4MxHs5eggfeyQKQ&ust=1496600388925273


9 

 

knowledge of Palestinian geography, customs, and 

practices are among the characteristics of this gospel 

that suggest that Luke was a non-Palestinian writing 

to a non-Palestinian audience that was largely made 

up of Gentile Christians. 

 

The principal divisions of the 

Gospel according to Luke are the 

following: 

 

The Prologue (1:1–4) 

The Infancy Narrative (1:5–2:52) 

The Preparation for the Public Ministry (3:1–4:13) 

The Ministry in Galilee (4:14–9:50) 

The Journey to Jerusalem: Luke’s Travel Narrative 

(9:51–19:27) 

The Teaching Ministry in Jerusalem (19:28–21:38) 

The Passion Narrative (22:1–23:56) 

The Resurrection Narrative (24:1–53) 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:1#50001001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:4#50001004
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/1:5#50001005
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/2:52#50002052
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/3:1#50003001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:13#50004013
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/4:14#50004014
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/9:50#50009050
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/9:51#50009051
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:27#50019027
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/19:28#50019028
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/21:38#50021038
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/22:1#50022001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/23:56#50023056
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:1#50024001
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lk/24:53#50024053
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwia1sO9paLUAhXMaVAKHQIvDUgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/219972763019507178/&psig=AFQjCNEGDVGKDGJmAaLr_pV_oTy9pYwCDA&ust=1496600492571087
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Some studies on the women in 

Saint Luke’s Gospel 
 

Study 1: Mary, the Mother of Jesus – 

Luke 1:26-56 

1. Who is Mary? 

What does this story tell us about her? 

 from Nazareth (an insignificant village) in Galilee 

rural, peasant, artisan 

 virgin (see Isaiah 7:14) 

 engaged to Joseph 1 (of the house of David) 

 relative of Elizabeth 

(in comparison to Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary has no 

outstanding credentials: education, social standing, family 

connections, education) 

2. What do notice about the visit of the angel and Mary’s 

response? 

What are Mary’s questions? (vs. 29, 34) 

What do you imagine she might be thinking? 

 (Why me? Stigma of pregnancy, Joseph’s response) 
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How do you understand the angel’s message to Mary? 

 (power of the Most High, Holy Spirit, Son of God) 

Compare Mary’s experience with the angel with that of 

Zechariah and Elizabeth. (Luke 1:5-24) 

What else do we learn about Mary in the next chapter of 

Luke? 

In the rest of Luke’s Gospel? 

Note: After Luke 2, Mary the mother of Jesus is mentioned 

only one other place in Luke, in 8:19-21, with parallels in 

Matt. 12:45-50, Mark 3:31-35) For references in other 

Gospels, see Matt 1:16-2:21, 13:55 (parallel Mark 6:3), 

John 2:1-12, 19:25-27, and possibly Mark 15:40, 47 (mother 

of Joses) 

3. Read Mary’s song (vs. 46-55) aloud. 

What does this song tell you about Mary? 

How does she describe herself in verses 47-49? 

About who God is? And what God is doing? 

About Luke’s message about Jesus? 

 justice, fulfilment of God’s promise, upside-down 

kingdom 

You might want to compare Mary’s story/ song with 

Hannah’s story/song in 1 Samuel 1- 2:1-10. 
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What other Bible stories of women and unusual births can 

you identify? (Abraham and Sarah, Genesis 17) 

 

4. What new insights did you gain from this study? 

What questions does this passage raise for you? 

How might you explore further? 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjH_9W-p6LUAhVKZVAKHQPlByIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/8-things-to-know-and-share-about-the-annunciation&psig=AFQjCNHhHB_9-_gayl3i8Kzr6AX-fMXe4Q&ust=1496601040983916
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Study 2: The woman who anointed 

Jesus’ feet – Luke 7:36-50 

1. Who is this woman? (How is she described? What does 

she do?) 

 woman of the city—probably a prostitute (sinner, 

social outcast, unclean) 

 uninvited 

 silent 

 foot-washing, hospitality (social custom of the day 

for hosts) 

Note: this story has some similarities with stories in other 

gospels about women anointing Jesus, but is also unique. See 

Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, John 12:1-8 and note 

differences. (Different hosts, place, type of anointing, name 

of woman, placement of story in relation to Jesus’ death.) 

 

2. Who is Simon? 

 Pharisee 

Who are Pharisees? righteous, law-abiding, religious: 

see 5:17-26 scribes and Pharisees question Jesus 

6:1-11 Sabbath conflicts 

7:30 Pharisees reject God’s purposes 

11:37-54 Jesus denounces Pharisees 

12:1-3 warning against hypocrisy 

18:9-14 parable of Pharisee and tax collector 
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Note that this is first of three means Jesus takes in home of 

Pharisee: (also 11:37-54, 14:1-24) 

 

3. What is Jesus’ message to Simon? (vs. 40-47) “Do you 

see this woman?” 

In what way does this story reinforce Jesus’ teachings about 

mercy and forgiveness in the “sermon on the plain”? (6:17-

49) 

 

4. What is Jesus’ message to 

the woman? 

5. What does this story tell 

us about Jesus’ attitude 

toward sinners? Social 

boundaries? (see 7:34, 15:1-2, 

19:2) 

Who are tax collectors? 

 (employees of Roman 

oppressors, often 

extortionists, hated by 

common people) 

6. What does this story tell 

us about God’s forgiveness? 

7. What does this story tell 

us about qualifications of 

followers of Jesus? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjd-5aVp6LUAhXPa1AKHQlcDZEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.warrencampdesign.com/heartyBoys-fpcc.com/part2/week24.html&psig=AFQjCNEGDVGKDGJmAaLr_pV_oTy9pYwCDA&ust=1496600492571087
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Arguably Jesus sees this woman as a model disciple.2 Note 

Luke 8:1-3 re: women with Jesus. 

8. What new insights did you gain from this study? 

What questions does this passage raise for you? 

How might you explore further? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiyyoWkqKLUAhVBPFAKHbx6DuMQjRwIBw&url=http://scottdodge.blogspot.com/2015/06/our-need-to-touch-jesus.html&psig=AFQjCNFPrcz9vLtfheYlGEfEDaj3w54Xmg&ust=1496601254825172
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Study 3 The woman who touched 

Jesus – Luke 8:43-48 

1. Who is this woman? (Note similar stories in Matt. 9:18-

26, Mark 5:21-43) 

 haemorrhage for 12 years: sick, unclean, outcast, 

alone3 (see purity laws, Lev. 11, 15:19-30) 

 seeking healing/courageous 

 spent all she had 

 trembling/ falling down 

In our society, what conditions/situations would be parallel to 

hers? 

 (HIV/AIDS, undiagnosed/invisible illnesses) 

 

2. Read the verses that surround this story (40-42, 49-56) 

Compare and contrast this woman with Jairus’ daughter. 

 12 year old, dying/dead 

 father is leader of synagogue, advocate for her 

 note ritual purity laws re touching a corpse (Num. 

19:11-19) 

3. What do you notice about Jesus in this story? 

 attitude about purity laws/social barriers 
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 stopping to care for this woman, despite urgent 

request of Jairus 

 power to heal 

What does Jesus say to the woman? 

 (notice connection between faith, healing, and peace) 

What do you imagine this meant for her? 

 (social implications of healing ministry) 

Note: other healing stories in Luke, which will be explored in 

next study: 4:31-27 unclean spirit, 4:38-40 fever, 5:12-16 

leper, 5:17-26 paralytic, 7:1-9 centurion’s son, 7:11-17 

widow’s son, 8:26-39 demoniac, 9:37-43 boy with demon, 

13:10-17 crippled woman, 14:1-6 man with dropsy, on 

Sabbath, 17:11-19 ten lepers 

 

4. Using your imagination, write this story from the 

woman’s perspective, in her voice, as if she is telling it to 

her family and friends afterwards. Then write a prayer 

you imagine she might pray. 

 

5. What new insights did you gain from this study? 

What questions does this passage raise for you? 

How might you explore further? 
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Study 4: The crippled woman whom 

Jesus heals – Luke 13: 10-17 

1. Who is this woman? 

 “with a spirit that had crippled for her for 18 years” 

 bent over, unable to stand up straight 

 noticed by Jesus 

2. What does Jesus say to her? Do for her? 

 frees from bondage 

 practical, social implications 

 spiritual implications—deliverance from oppressive 

spirits 

 touches (lays hands on her) 

 on Sabbath 

Note other healing stories in Luke: 

 4:31-27 unclean spirit 

 4:38-40 fever  
 5:12-16 leper 

 5:17-26 paralytic 

 7:1-10 centurion’s son 

 7:11-17 widow’s son 

 8:26-39 demoniac 

 9:37-43 boy with demon 

 13: 14:1-6 man with dropsy, also on Sabbath 

 17:11-19 ten lepers 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRq9LaqKLUAhVRI1AKHVLlBOgQjRwIBw&url=http://thefunstons.com/?p%3D3557&psig=AFQjCNFv2lGXgt9xi0OIZ1jHCe9g8ABKAw&ust=1496601363760390
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Who are these people? (social status, gender, religion, etc.) 

Of what are they healed? How? (words, touch, help of 

others) 

What is the effect? 

How do they and those around them respond? 

What key words do you notice? 

 

3. Read Luke 4:14-21 

What are the themes here? 

What does this tell us about the mission of Jesus? 

How does this connect with what we have been studying? 

(Consider how the people of Nazareth responded to Jesus.) 

 

4. How does the leader of the synagogue respond to Jesus 

in Luke 13:14? 

What is Jesus’ reply? 

What does this tell us about Jesus’ priorities? 

What does this imply about the work of the church today? 

 

5. What new insights did you gain from this study? 

What questions does this passage raise for you? 

How might you explore further? 
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Study 5: Martha and Mary: Friends 

of Jesus – Luke 10:38-42 

 

 
 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJueT7qKLUAhVDLFAKHZRsBbgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.womeninthebible.net/women-bible-old-new-testaments/martha-mary/&psig=AFQjCNFFGn1SiUmCcy3If-pliQy9jtCK7g&ust=1496601438427948
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1. What do you notice about Martha’s relationship with 

Jesus? 

Mary’s relationship with Jesus? 

(friends, provide him hospitality) 

 

2. Who do you identify with in this story? 

If Jesus stopped by to see you, what to you think would 

happen? 

 

3. How does the story that precedes this (Good 

Samaritan) and what follows (teaching about prayer) 

affect how you view the relative values of serving and 

listening? 

What does your congregation emphasize? 

In what ways to Martha and Mary complement each other, 

need each other? 

4. Read Luke 22: 24-27. What does this passage tell us 

about discipleship? 

5. What does Luke tell us about the role of women as 

Jesus’ followers and participants in the early church? 

See Luke 8:2-3 

Luke 23:55-56 

Luke 24:22-24 

Acts 9:36-39 Tabitha 

Acts 16:14-15 Lydia 

Acts 18:2-3,18 Priscilla 
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6. What new insights did you gain from this study? 

What questions does this passage raise for you? 

How might you explore further? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books you may want to read 

Peter John Cameron ( 2012) Praying with St luke’s Gospel 

Laurence Farley (2011) The Gospel of Saint Luke: Good News For the Poor 

Philip Gogerty (2010)  Navigating the Gospels :Luke 

Robert Karis (2006)  Eating Your Way Through Saint Luke’s Gospel  

Henry Wandsborough  (2002) The Gospel According to Luke 

Tom Wright (2001)   Luke For Everyone  

http://www.progressiveinvolvement.com/.a/6a00d8341c3e3953ef01bb091da29c970d-popup
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