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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 
He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church” 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST GILES’ CHURCH, WHITTINGTON, 
ON 10th NOVEMBER 2020 

Via ZOOM at 7.30pm 
 
 

1. PRAYER 
Gill Hollis led the meeting in prayer. 
 
1.2 Declaration of Interest: no conflicts were declared. 
 
2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES 
Present: Jonathan Smith, (Chair), David Clarke, Lesley Knighton, Jane Booker 
(Zoom host), Russell Dickerson, Brenda Olson, Richard Dyott, Sara Dyott, Gillian 
Davis, Jeremy Duncan Brown, Kathryn Duncan Brown, Lynne Ingham, Simon 
Donnan, Gill Hollis and Jane Jones. 
Apologies: Revd. Dr Jason Phillips now on leave prior to taking up his new position 
as Team Rector for the Mid Trent group of churches. 
 
3. i) MINUTES OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 2nd SETEMBER 2020  
Jonathan confirmed that until ratified by a subsequent PCC meeting, minutes are 
available for amendment/agreement by the PCC, even though approved by the 
Chairman. After 4 amendments, the minutes of the September meeting were agreed 
by a majority decision of those present at that time (6 in favour with 2 abstentions), as 
proposed by Richard Dyott and seconded by Jane Booker. In view of the ongoing 
Covid restrictions, it was agreed these minutes should be signed by the Secretary “pp” 
the Chairman/Parish Priest. 
 
3. ii) MINUTES OF THE BRIEF PCC MEETING HELD ON 18th OCTOBER 
2020  
These were unanimously approved following 1 amendment on a proposal by David 
Clarke, seconded by Richard Dyott. 
 
3. iii) MINUTES OF THE APCM MEETING HELD ON 18th OCTOBER 2020  
Richard Dyott expressed concern that the record of his report at the Open Forum 
section of the APCM minutes was insufficient to capture the points he had outlined. 
He has forwarded an alternative draft which the PCC Secretary is happy to include, 
amend the draft and circulate for subsequent consideration/approval by the PCC at the 
meeting in January. 
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3. iv) BASIS FOR CHANGES TO MINUTES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  
David suggested that the Chairman should in future only propose changes to any 
entries in the draft minutes that he or she believes to be factually incorrect.  
Any queries, concerns or inaccuracies should be raised and considered at the 
subsequent PCC meeting and amendments made with agreement of the PCC at that 
point. 
David proposed as above and this was seconded by Richard Dyott and carried 
unanimously. 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 

• The Clerk to the Civic Parish Council has confirmed that the grant for the 
disabled toilet will be carried forward until the Church is able to spend it. 

• It has been confirmed that there is no insurance cover for loss of income due 
to the pandemic. 

• There was a conversation concerning the Parish Magazine. Sara mentioned 
that the proposed November hard copy had not been published and wondered 
whether the December publication would proceed as planned. It was agreed to 
defer this discussion until later in the meeting. 

 
5. APPOINTMENT OF A STANDING COMMITTEE 
David has been in touch with the Rural Dean who is of the opinion that the members 
of each of the 3 parishes in the benefice should carry on meeting and occasionally 
meet together during the interregnum. It is considered advisable for us to have a 
Standing Committee to progress matters particularly during the interregnum, rather 
than deferring to the whole PCC or the Wardens alone. 
Based on past experience, the general opinion was that a small committee works well 
and helps support the Wardens. 
It was proposed by Russell Dickerson, seconded by Lesley Knighton and carried 
unanimously that from 3rd December 2020, a Standing Committee should be formed, 
comprising a minimum of 5 people including the Wardens and the PCC Vice 
Chairman.  
Richard Dyott and Brenda Olson volunteered to join the committee and these offers 
were gladly accepted. 
 
6. PLANNING FOR THE INTERREGNUM 
David advised that Fr. Jason remains in charge as Parish Priest/PCC Chair until 1st 
December. David has spoken to the Rural Dean who has advised that currently each 
Deanery is undertaking a review entitled ‘Shaping for Mission’, looking at mission 
and provision within each community. A long vacancy period is therefore anticipated. 
A practical guide has been received from the PA to the Archdeacon and Gill has 
shared the “Growing through a vacancy” booklet which she has discovered. 
Some progress has been made and although the Wardens will technically be in charge 
after Fr. Jason’s departure, they do not wish to ride roughshod and wish to involve 
others. 
Concerns were expressed by various members, including David, Russell and Gill, that 
we may not get a new vicar for the parish, but meanwhile our thoughts should be 
directed towards a draft of a parish profile to assist with the advert for an Incumbent, 
if appropriate, once the review is completed. Simon and Lynne offered examples for 
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help with this based on previous/local experience and we do have earlier profiles from 
within the Parish.  
Lynne voiced the opinion that, should an advert be appropriate, a local estate agent’s 
résumé of the Vicarage would be useful. This received approval. 
Jane Booker requested clarification of the parish share situation should a vicar not be 
appointed. 
Richard confirmed that the incumbent’s levy has to be raised within the relevant 
parishes. 
 
7. SAFEGUARDING 
Lynne confirmed that, although she works for Ecclesiastical Insurance, she was 
speaking in a personal capacity. 
She had submitted documents at the APCM, and is building on the work carried out 
by Liz Smith, updating policies and conducting an audit. 
Training and DBS checks fall for consideration and Lynne will forward details 
regarding the necessary training – C0 and C1. If anyone has difficulties accessing this 
training, Lynne is happy to help. 
A recent Church of England report into safeguarding matters has resulted in diocesan 
guidelines being produced. It raises various obligations that need to be followed. 
The issue regarding the church hall door and containment area is outstanding. Sara 
has discussed this with Fr. Jason and the leaders of the uniformed organisations. She 
will meet with Lynne to seek her views on this and other Health and Safety matters. 
 (Action – Sara and Lynne to meet and consider.) 
 
8. CHURCH HALL AND CV19 SAFETY MEASURES 
It was confirmed that the church hall was “Covid compliant” until the recent closure. 
Meetings to ensure this had taken place between Sara and the Wardens. An agreement 
form had been produced for hirers to sign and further risk assessments will be carried 
out before reopening. 
 
9. HEALTH AND SAFETY CONCERNS 

• It was agreed that a register of key holders is desirable. This may be difficult 
to compile with 100% certainty as hirers could have copied and shared keys. 
However as a starting point, key holders were asked to notify Lynne who will 
collate details. She confirmed that insurers do not favour key safes. 

(Action – Key holders and Lynne Ingham to progress) 
• Concerns were raised about potentially dangerous access to the new section of 

the churchyard. David will consider and work on this further, in conjunction 
with Peter Olding. A faculty will probably be required.  

(Action – David Clarke to progress) 
• It was noted that people are continuing to access the ashes area by walking up 

a dangerous bank. The gate has warped and barely closes and it is a long way 
round to put dead flowers in the bin. Locking the gate would pose problems 
for those digging the plots. It was agreed the Standing Committee should 
consider access issues and whether a hand rail/warning notice is required. 

 (Action – Standing Committee to progress) 
10. PARISH MAGAZINE 
Ken Booker, magazine editor, has written with various concerns/options for the future 
of the magazine. This email has been circulated. 
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A full and frank discussion followed, focussing on amongst other things, an issue for 
all homes in the Parish in December, editions from January 2021, a potential rebate 
and the ongoing cost of the magazine.  
Although approximately 1400 copies will be needed for all homes to be reached in 
December, the cost of this could be partly offset against the purchase of a similar 
number of Christmas cards. 
On a proposal by Brenda Olson, seconded by Jeremy Duncan Brown, it was 
unanimously agreed that a December issue of the parish magazine should be 
progressed. Jane and Ken Booker will discuss delivery rounds/numbers with John 
Smith and ask Carol Rosenberg for her list of current magazine distributors. Other 
volunteers are sought for delivery. 
Although initially in favour of subsequent “hard copy” editions from January 2021, 
PCC members expressed concerns/differing opinions about the cost of each copy, a 
potential rebate for fewer paper issues in 2020, and the loss of advertising revenue 
and collection of subscriptions during the pandemic. 
Eventually it was agreed to publish the magazine electronically from January 2021 
and to defer a decision on future hard copy editions for 6 months or until the Covid 
situation improves.  
 
11. COVER FOR SUNDAY SERVICES FOLLOWING THE DEPARTURE OF 
FR. JASON 
Lesley Knighton expressed thanks on behalf of the Wardens and PCC to  
Gill and Peter Hollis who, at very little notice, have stepped in and have kindly 
covered services virtually, until the end of the present lockdown on December 2nd.  
Details of such services are provided in full at Appendix 1 of these minutes, together 
with cover for services in church if lockdown is lifted. 
The PCC thanked Lesley, David, Peter, Gill and Lynne Mills for their considerable 
work in organising cover/services. 
Russell Dickerson advised that he will play the organ for Common Worship services 
when lockdown ends and it is hoped the choir will resume when possible. Thanks 
were expressed to Russell and all concerned. 
 
12. PURCHASE OF ZOOM LICENCE 
David thanked Jane Booker for using her licence to host the meeting and avoid 
limiting discussion/breaking off after 40 minutes. He considered it beneficial for the 
church to purchase a licence to facilitate Bible studies, future PCC/Standing 
Committee meetings and other meetings – e.g. with the Rural Dean etc. 5 people can 
be named holders and the cost is £11.99 monthly for a 12 month period – although a 
refund is available. 
On a proposal by Russell Dickerson, seconded by Brenda Olson, it was agreed by a 
majority vote (13 in favour, none against, 2 abstentions) that a Zoom licence should 
be purchased if needed. 
(Action – David Clarke to consider/progress as appropriate) 
 
13. FINANCE 
Richard Dyott reported that, as at the end of October, we were showing a deficit of 
£2,083.  He felt that this could be increased by a further £500 (approximately) by the 
year end but that this would be mitigated by any Gift Aid claim made before then.  He 
confirmed that quarterly payments were being made by the church hall. It was agreed 
that Local Fees for 2021 would be the same as at present.  
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14. SUGGESTIONS OF THE FINANCE REVIEW GROUP 
Suggestions of the Review group had previously been circulated and a copy is held on 
file. 
Reference was made to certain aspects which will be considered in due course by the 
Standing Committee. 
These include: 

• Retiring Plate – Richard is happy to deal with this 
• Heating – this could be reduced as the church will not be used much this 

month – although Russell mentioned that a certain temperature is needed to 
ensure the organ function is not compromised. 

• Opening and closure of the church 
• Parish Administrator’s duties. This would need to be considered in 

conjunction with Weeford and Hints. It is possible that duties will vary during 
the interregnum.  

• Donations/specific gifts for the use of the church. (The Secretary drew the 
meeting’s attention to the stipulations identified on the fundraising regulator’s 
site) 

(Action – Standing Committee to consider/progress issues identified) 
 
15. FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
Lesley’s full report is attached at Appendix 2 
Members of the team have worked really hard and come up with some inventive ways 
of raising funds during the pandemic. Grand Christmas draw tickets are going well 
and several interesting prizes have been donated – thanks to all concerned. 
Events for the coming year continue to be subject to coronavirus restrictions. 
The PCC offered thanks to Lesley and the team for their work thus far. 
 
16. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Secretary advised that 2 items have been received. 

• Notification/reminder that older registers for baptisms, marriages and burials 
are deposited for safekeeping at the Staffordshire Record Office, Eastgate 
Street, Stafford. Contact details are on file. 

• Thank you letters from Gill and Peter Hollis for the gifts received and 
sentiments expressed. In turn they thanked all those who have contributed to 
the services and on-line communications during the pandemic. Further 
contributions will be welcome over the coming months. 

 
17. A.O.B  

• A special welcome was extended to the 4 “new” members of the PCC – Lynne, 
Simon, Kathryn and Jeremy.  

• Lesley mentioned that she has been contacted by Lisa, the instigator and 
moderator of the Facebook site ‘What’s Happening Whittington’, who is 
seeking to link up with and involve the church. The PCC applauded this 
initiative. An ‘Advent calendar’ where windows in the village will be 
decorated, has been proposed and the PCC agreed it would be good for the 
final ‘window’ to be set in the church porch. 

(Action – Lesley Knighton to liaise/progress) 
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• Support at funeral services was sought. Currently Peter Hollis helps with 
opening/closing church, assisting the congregation etc. but it would be helpful 
if others could assist on a rota. All offers of help to Lesley please. Lynne 
offered to help and this was gratefully received. 

• Elswick House nursery has asked if they can use the church for their 
Christmas service. It is believed that, due to previous attendance numbers and 
various Covid restrictions, Fr. Jason has refused this request. They have been 
alternately offered the hall but they consider that the church is the only 
appropriate venue. Although the PCC wish to support Fr. Jason’s decision, it 
seems sad to stifle this community outreach. Sara mentioned that only children 
and staff will be in attendance this year; no parents will be present. Also the 
school will be happy to opt for whatever day complies with Covid-cleaning 
regulations, suggesting Wednesday December 9th. This date/day would be 
potentially acceptable subject to whatever happens when the current lockdown 
is lifted. With the approval of the PCC, the wardens will discuss further with 
the Rural Dean. 

(Action – Wardens to discuss with the Rural Dean) 
• Sara mentioned that she has made an application for permission to remove the 

flowering cherry tree as the roots are affecting the drains at the church hall. 
She has been unable to contact relatives of the donor. It may be necessary to 
plant a replacement tree and reposition the commemorative plaque. 

 
 18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
It was agreed the next PCC meeting will take place via Zoom on Wednesday 20th 
January 2021 at 7.30pm. Jane Booker will host the meeting unless a Zoom licence 
has been purchased for the Church. 
 
19. CONCLUSION 
There being no further business, the meeting closed with thanks again to Jane Booker 
for acting as host. All joined in the Grace at 10.05pm.  
 
 
     ****** 
 
APPENDIX 1 
 

Report from Wardens of services until end of December 2020 
 

Sincere thanks to Gill and Peter Hollis who, at very little notice, have stepped in and 
have kindly covered services virtually until the end of the present Lockdown on 
December 2nd. They are as follows: 
 
November 
 
8th.  Remembrance Service with DMS Whittington  
15th Recorded Eucharist with Fr Jason (2nd before Advent) 
22nd Morning Prayer with Gill (Christ the King) 
29th Hymns, readings for Advent with Gill, plus recorded Eucharist with Fr Jason 
 Recording of the lighting of the Advent Candle 
December - Subject to lifting of Lockdown  
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6th 2nd Sunday Advent, Said Eucharist, Common Worship, Revd. Dr. Stephen 

Barton 
13th 3rd Sunday Advent, Said Eucharist, BCP 1662, Revd. Mal Hawksworth 
20th 4th Sunday Advent, Said Eucharist, Common Worship, Revd. Mal 

Hawksworth 
25th Christmas Day, Said Eucharist, Revd. Valerie Hicks,  
 
December - Virtual Coverage if unable to meet in church 
 
6th Recorded Eucharist with Father Jason 
13th Nativity in the Barn alternative with Steve Lane/Megan Barr 
20th Carol Service - possibly Diocesan or National 
25th Christmas Day, Morning Prayer and recorded Eucharist  
 
Plans for services in 2021 are being finalised and will be shared with the PCC in 
early December. 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 2 
 

Fundraising Report to PCC Zoom meeting 
10th November 2020 

 
Christmas Grand Draw: 197 books have gone out to 53 homes, 90 books left. 13 
books were sold at Village Market, 16 envelopes have been returned. Out goings are 
£37.50 printing, £100 prize, profit so far £237.50. 
 
Posters have gone up in the village with many thanks to Ken Booker. 
Please encourage folk to return counterfoils promptly. Extra books are available from 
Lesley, Jane and Gillian. 
 
During this period of hardship for local hospitality businesses, I didn’t think it was 
appropriate to seek out their normally generous support. Many thanks to those who 
have supplied the following  
Prizes:  
£100 Microlight Flight 
Luxury Hamper 
Trip up Sheepwash Farm Wind Turbine (for 2) 
Bottle of Champagne  
Beer making kit 
Half bottle of Fortnum and Mason Christmas Madeira  
£10 Evans’s Butchers Voucher 
Bottle of Prosecco  
Basket of festive candles 
 
More items are needed please for the hamper, suggestions, box of chocolates, 
Christmas cake, luxury cheese biscuits, box of Christmas crackers, Nuts etc. Please 
check that the sell by date is after December 20th! 
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Village Market 
            
Thanks to Gillian, Brenda and Gaynor for manning book and raffle and as always to 
Sara and her team for erecting stalls, making various delicious/useful items and 
selling them. 
Can we recruit more helpers to help with setting up and taking down stalls? 
 
November unfortunately is cancelled, December unsure. If it goes ahead we are 
sharing a stall with Fair Trade.  
Action: Fair Trade items needed and gift bags please (can be as simple as a bunch of 
bananas) 
 
100 Club 
Delayed until April. Do not want to overload folk 
 
Provisional plans for 2021 - Subject to Coronavirus  
 
* Quiz, can be held at any time in year 
* Skittles Evening, Can be held at any time in the year 
* Saint Day Lunches 
* Strawberry Tea,  propose 3rd July (Open Gardens 12th June) 
* Country Fair 
* Harvest Lunch 
* Hanson’s Evaluation Day 
* Pudding and Puzzles Evening 
* Hunt the Angel, Family Treasure Hunt 
* Tree Festival  
 
 
 
 
 


