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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 
He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church” 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST GILES’ CHURCH, WHITTINGTON, 
ON 2nd SEPTEMBER 2020 

IN THE CHURCH AT 7.00pm 
 
 

1. PRAYER 
Fr Jason welcomed everyone to the meeting – the first in 6 months due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. He opened the meeting with a moment of silence and memorial for The 
Revd. Paul Brothwell, a former Vicar of this parish and the instigator of the Hospice, 
whose recent death had been announced. A brief time of prayer ensued. 
 
1.2 Declaration of Interest: no conflicts were declared. 
 
2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES 
Present: Revd. Dr Jason Phillips, David Clarke, Jane Booker, Pamela Palmer, Russell 
Dickerson, Brenda Olson, Richard Dyott, Sara Dyott, Gillian Davis and Jane Jones. 
Apologies: Lesley Knighton and Brian Kempthorne. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 11th MARCH 2020  
After 1 amendment, the minutes of this meeting were unanimously agreed, as 
proposed by Pamela Palmer and seconded by David Clarke. In view of the ongoing 
Covid restrictions, it was agreed these minutes should be signed by the Secretary “pp” 
the Chairman/Parish Priest. 
Paperwork relating to PCC decisions reached via email during lockdown are held on 
file and available for inspection if required. 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 
None were apparent. 
 
5. AT THE REQUEST OF THE ARCHDEACON 
As requested by the Archdeacon, Fr. Jason clarified certain matters, mainly pandemic-
related, that he does to further aid the workings of the parish. These included: 

• Routes for the reception and allocation of donations to the church – including 
legacies. 

• How appeals are ordered/organised. 
• The successful management of the Fees account which is audited separately 

on an annual basis but not necessarily charged for and had also been audited 
by the Diocese. 
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• Special provisions for signing cheques in the event of CV19 illness of officers/ 
signatories as part of organisation continuity plan which members had 
received previously. 

• PFMC role, focusing on the fabric and that this had been established by the 
PCC with clear PCC agreed terms of reference and delegation of responsibility. 
The previous fabric committee had long lapsed before Fr Jason’s incumbency. 
The chair of the committee (Warden) dutifully and very carefully reports to 
the PCC. 

• Publication of fees which was consistent across the group received by PCCs 
and displayed in church entrances. 

• A copy of the church insurance policy was circulated and noted and a copy is 
held on file. The policy continues to run as a fixed term policy initiated by the 
treasurer with the exception it now includes cover for the hall, as a separate 
policy is no longer possible. Details of this discussed at previous PCC 
meetings and recorded in those minutes. 

• The “Loss of income” provisions within the insurance policy were noted and 
Fr. Jason will explore whether a claim can be made. 

(Action – Fr Jason to progress) 
• Members were re-issued papers that show shared benefice expenditure over 

time and more specifically in 2019. It showed that costs were broadly the same 
from year to year. Shared Benefice Ministry expenses were noted, circulated 
and a copy is held on file and shared annually with each PCC. These are also 
examined by the Diocese. Companion churches have been advised annually 
that these examined benefice accounts can be downloaded from the website 
and attached to their own examined accounts. Fr. Jason is of the opinion that 
Weeford and Hints has the capacity to pay their full benefice share. (Action – 
Wardens and Treasurer to progress) 

 
( Donors have subsequently paid the majority of shared benefice costs from Hints)  
 
• Activities of the Priest during lockdown have included: 

outreach/communication via service booklets, prayer suggestions, devotional 
aids, contact when walking around the parish, phoning parishioners to 
encourage and keep in touch and instigating a contact network, emailing 
similarly, letters to local businesses, newspapers when functioning, pastoral 
letters, support of the parish administrator, handling funerals and liaison with 
the bereaved, diary updates and liaison/re-planning with wedding couples, for 
example. 

• Other regular functions of the Parish Priest include close working with the 
Hospice, Military, Nursery School, Lichfield Mercury and maintaining an on-
line presence and a strong engagement with parishioners in diverse contexts 
across the benefice.  

• Care of vestments, altar frontals and Bible are undertaken and have been 
consistent for last 5 years. Altar frontals largely kept in the vestry to prevent 
the health and safety issue of handing over the balcony to people standing on 
pews. 

• Compliance with all decisions/requirements in accordance with Canon Law. 
Regulation for decision by email was given to members. 

• Parish administrator job description given to members for their information. 
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Father Jason responded to matters of clarification asked by members on the above 
such as Weeford church not appearing to pay the proportion of costs they agreed prior 
to Fr Jason’s incumbency (30%). 
 
6. SAFEGUARDING 
Fr Jason and our safeguarding officer, Lynne Ingham, have met to review 
safeguarding in the parish and also CV19 safety measures. 
Father Jason reiterated concern that the church hall doors being solid do not enable 
people to see who is either within or outside. This is both a Health and Safety and a 
Safeguarding issue and had been mentioned previously. Those at risk include the 
parish administrator and young people using the hall. Sara mentioned that the doors 
are to be hooked open when the hall is in use in order to better facilitate air flow but 
the opinion was voiced that this would pose a potential additional safeguarding 
threat.   
(Action – Church Hall committee to consider and report back to the PCC- the 
PCC hold the responsibility for safeguarding on our premises.) 
 
7. HUGE THANKYOUS 
Fr. Jason expressed the profound gratitude on behalf of himself and all present for the 
help, support and contribution of so many during these difficult and testing Cv19 
times. 
In particular, he thanked: 
The Wardens, Sara Dyott and the Church Hall Committee, the Treasurer , Parish 
Administrator, Ken Booker (Magazine editor) and the PCC Secretary for their help in 
many supportive and organisational ways. 
 
An especial thanks was expressed to Gill and Peter Hollis for their outstanding 
spiritual and pastoral leadership, complementing one another with their burgeoning 
joint ministry on-line. Their exemplary care and outreach has been immense – As 
communicated in recent services, Father Jason noted at the core of a Reader’s 
distinctive ministry is teaching, preaching and connection with the community- that 
through this online provision Gill (with Peter) has undertaken her calling in a 
wonderful and most inspiring way. Thanks and immense appreciation was endorsed 
by David Clarke –written thanks will specifically be issued to them. 
 
Gillian Davis proposed the PCC should buy a gift and card for Gill and Peter – value 
£50 in total. This was unanimously agreed. Gillian will organise. 
(A subsequent £50 anonymous donation was received bringing the total to £100) 
(Action – PCC Secretary and Gillian Davis to progress) 
 
 8. FINANCE 
Richard Dyott commented on the reconciled statement of accounts to 31st July 2020 
which he had kindly prepared and circulated prior to the meeting. He also presented a 
Church Revenue Forecast for information, clarification and discussion. Both 
documents are on file. 
The accounts show a current deficit of approximately £4000. It is possible that there 
will be a deficit of approximately £9455 by year end. This figure will be offset from 
2020 dividends as previously agreed by the PCC before the end of 2020 financial year. 
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Richard explained that the grant of £100 from the Parish Council for the installation 
of a “disabled toilet” will have to be returned as the current restrictions have 
precluded the undertaking of this work. 
 
Fr Jason thanked Richard for his prompt application for a CV19 grant, securing £500. 
 
Richard proposed that a group should be formed to consider a “root and branch” 
assessment of income and expenditure and that this group would report back to the 
next PCC meeting with recommendations on how the situation may be addressed . 
 
This was seconded by Jane Booker and passed on a majority decision. Jane Booker 
and Gillian Davis volunteered to join the group. 
(Action –Treasurer to progress) 
 
 
Fr. Jason thanked Richard for his ongoing care for finances and his meticulous work 
as Treasurer and for compiling and circulating these reports. 
 
 
 9. FINANCIAL MOTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
Fr. Jason proposed 
“Since we have sufficient reserves, that we maintain our obligation and duty to pay 
our full share of diocesan expenditure and mission monthly”. This was seconded by 
Russell Dickerson. Debate followed. 
The question was raised as to whether the Diocese intended to help parishes by easing 
the commitment of parish shares in a similar way to secular organisations – e.g. with 
regard to rent and mortgage arrears. This was not known and nothing had been heard 
to such effect. 
 
It was noted that both Weeford and Hints PCCS have determined not to pay their full 
Parish Share. 
 
The above motion was defeated on a vote of 2 in favour, 5 against with 3 abstentions. 
 
Fr. Jason announced his intention to inform the Bishop of the PCC decision as it 
seemed wholly inappropriate for a church with assets exceeding £180,000 not to pay 
their share of diocesan costs and support the wider Christian family.  
(Action – Fr. Jason to contact the Bishop) 
 
David Clarke proposed that we should pay the Parish Share for the next two months 
and thereafter consider the situation dependent upon the projected deficit at year end. 
This would take account of the findings of the temporary finance review group and 
further potential cost cutting/fundraising initiatives. If the deficit is likely to be wiped 
out, the Parish Share could subsequently be paid in full – otherwise it would be 
reduced by the projected deficit at year end. This proposal was seconded by Richard 
Dyott and passed on a majority vote, 7 in favour and 2 against with 1 abstention. 
 
A further motion by Fr. Jason to allocate some of the legacy reserves to support less 
affluent parishes at this time of the CV19 pandemic was accordingly withdrawn. 
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10. FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
In Lesley’s absence, Gillian presented her report, a copy of which is on file. 
She highlighted the unfortunate cancellation/postponement of all the events planned 
for 2020 because of the lockdown and social distancing. A programme for 2021 will 
be considered but all remains subject to Covid-19 restrictions.  
Many thanks to Sara and her team for the excellent job running the Village Market 
over the summer. Many thanks also to Jane Clarke and Gillian for running the bric-a-
brac and book stalls both of which it was agreed should continue. 
 
For the future:- 
Hanson’s Valuers will visit and stage an event – date to be confirmed. 
It is accepted that usual fundraising events are unlikely due to social distancing so we 
need to consider ways to support the church from a distance. 
Gillian proposed the introduction of a Christmas Grand Draw, launched in October, 
fully supported by the PCC and promoted at every available opportunity. This was 
seconded by Richard Dyott and passed – all in favour. 
The possibility of a Barn Service at Christmas could be explored and would be most 
appreciated. 
Gillian also proposed the introduction of a Hundred Club in 2021. This also was 
seconded by Richard Dyott and passed on a majority vote with no dissenters but 1 
abstention. Sara mentioned the desirability of encouraging standing orders to ensure 
the prize money was readily available. This will be considered. 
Following an approach from WFEG, Gillian proposed that we hold a Strawberry 
Tea in 2021 on a date to suit the church but not clashing with the WFEG Open 
Gardens. This was seconded by Jane Booker and passed unanimously.  
Any further ideas on raising money in a pandemic would be most welcome! 
Many thanks were expressed to Lesley, Gillian and the team.   
 
Fr Jason thanked Lesley and Gillian for this report and the hard work of the 
committee in fundraising. 
 
 
11. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Secretary advised that letters of thanks for donations have been received from: 
Baptist Missionary Society    £100 
Council for Christians and Jews   £75 
Agricultural Christian Fellowship   £75 
Weeford Church (towards ministry costs)  £250 
 
12. A.O.B  
Although the online magazine has been much appreciated it was proposed by Jane 
Booker that the printed version of the Parish magazine should recommence with 
effect from the November issue with a distribution to all homes in December. Fr 
Jason extended thanks again to Ken Booker for his diligent ongoing work.  
 
13. PREPARATIONS FOR THE APCM  
The deferred meeting will now take place on Sunday 18th October – Fr. Jason to 
advise timing as there will be no prior Evensong due to Covid restrictions. Fr. Jason 
requested that organisations and individuals submitting reports should forward these 
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to him by 2nd October for assembly into a PDF format as the usual display 
arrangements will not be possible/feasible. 
The Secretary mentioned the PCC membership/vacancy situation. 
Jane Booker announced her willingness to stand for a further 3 years if voters 
determined, and Sara Dyott similarly for a “first” term following a year as a co-opted 
member. Both were thanked. 
Unfortunately, Brian Kempthorne and Pamela Palmer wish to stand down. Both were 
thanked for their valued contribution over the years. 
The Secretary confirmed the PCC was entitled to have 9 elected members and 2 co-
opted and encouraged all to seek willing volunteers! 
 
 14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next PCC meeting is on Wednesday 11th November at 7.30pm 
 
15. CONCLUSION 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 pm with a blessing from 
the parish priest. 


