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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington and Weeford with Hints 

 

The Parish Church of Saint Mary-the-Virgin, Weeford 
 

Reports of APCM 2019 
Incorporating period to 18th October 2020 due to 

Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

Parish Priest: The Revd Dr Jason Phillips 
Parish Warden: Mrs Susan Chapman 

 

 

 

Congregation: Inclusive approaches to liturgy, worship and day-to-day communal life. 

 

Compassion: Models of outreach serving local need and addressing social justice 

 

Culture: Art, music and ideas to re-imagine the Christian narrative for the present 

moment. 

Commerce: Commercial activity and social enterprise generating finance, creatively 

extending and enhancing mission and ministry.  
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(Luke 12:32–34) 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 

and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 

and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/bsb/luke/12.htm#32
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

_____________________________________________________ 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church”. 

The Annual Meeting of Weeford PCC  
Will be held in Church at 12.45 pm on Sunday, 18 October 2020 

 

 
 

PARISH MEETING 
 

For the Election of Church Wardens 
 
 

CHURCH MEETING 
 

 1 Apologies 

 
 
 2 Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 10 April 2019 
 
 
 3 Officer’s Reports 

The following reports will be forwarded to members in written form 
before the meeting and will be presented en-bloc.  These reports will 
NOT be orally presented: 

 
a) Electoral Roll Report 
b) Safeguarding Officer’s Report 
c) PCC Report 
d) Trustees Report and Financial Statement 
e) Fabric Report 
f) Parish Priest’s Report 

 
 
 4 Election of PCC & Deanery Synod Representatives 
 
 
 5 Deanery Synod Report 
 
 
 6 Appointment of Independent Examiner 
 
 
 7 Short Open Foru 
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington and Weeford with Hints 

 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, WEEFORD 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ST MARY’S PCC HELD IN CHURCH ON 
10 APRIL 2019 

 

 

PARISH MEETING FOR THE ELECTION OF CHURCH WARDENS 

 

ELECTION OF WARDENS 

Father Jason thanked Sue for all her work as Warden over the last 12 months, and for agreeing 

to continue as Warden for the next 12 months. 

 

RESOLVED: That Sue Chapman be elected Warden for the ensuing year. 

Proposed by David, seconded by Janice. 

 

 

THE PARISH MEETING CLOSED AT 7.10 PM 

 

 

 

 

PCC MEETING TO RECEIVE TRUSTEES REPORT AND FINANCIAL 

STATEMENT 

PRESENT: 

The Revd Dr Jason Phillips, Angela Brookhouse, Biddy Brough, Sue Chapman, Alison Deakin, 

Janice Eagles, David Gumbley, Jean Hawkes, Tricia Marrett. 

 

Following discussion and questions, it was agreed that the Trustees Report and Financial 

Statement for the Year Ending 31 December 2018, be received. 

Proposed by Biddy, seconded by Janice. 

 

 

THE PCC MEETING CLOSED AT 7.40 PM 
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ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING 

PRESENT: 

The Revd Dr Jason Phillips, Angela Brookhouse, Biddy Brough, Sue Chapman, Alison Deakin, 

Janice Eagles, David Gumbley, Jean Hawkes, Tricia Marrett. 

 

1 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 18 April 2018 be 

confirmed and signed.   

Proposed by Sue, seconded by Janice. 

 

Jean was thanked for her work on the Minutes and for her work as PCC Secretary. 

 

2 ELECTORAL ROLL REPORT 

Janice Eagles reported that there were currently 28 residents/non-residents on the 

Church Electoral Roll.  

 

Janice was thanked for her report and for her work as Church Electoral Roll Officer. 

3 ADULT AND CHILD SAFEGUARDING POLICY AND CHILD PROTECTION 

OFFICER 

 Janice Eagles reported that she and Sue would be undertaking Safeguarding Training 

in May. 

  

Janice was thanked for her report and her work as Adult and Child Safeguarding Policy 

and Child Protection Officer. 

 

4 PCC REPORT 

Jean Hawkes reported that the PCC had met 7 times during the year (including the 

Annual Meeting).  The year had started with 11 members, but John and Rosemary 

Barnes moved away leaving 9 members on the PCC all of whom played an active role 

in the life of Weeford Church,  5 members had obtained 100% attendance at PCC 

Meetings. 
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In 2018 the PCC discussed many aspects of Church life including general maintenance 

work, and fund-raising ideas.  A General Data Protection Policy had been agreed, and 

an Adult and Child Safeguarding Policy had also been agreed.  The Quinquennial 

Report had been received and the Priority A work had been put in hand or had been 

completed. 

 

Jean was thanked for her report and for her work as PCC Secretary. 

 

5 PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL TRUSTEES REPORT AND FINANCIAL 

STATEMENT OF THE PCC OF ST MARY’S WEEFORD FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

31 DECEMBER 2018 

Alison Deakin went through the accounts which had been examined by a Finance 

Officer of the Lichfield Diocesan Board of Finance. 

 

RESOLVED: That the examined accounts for the year ended 31 December 2018 

be approved. 

Proposed by Janice, seconded by Angela. 

Alison was thanked for her report and for her work as PCC Treasurer 

 

6 DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 

Sue Chapman and Janice Eagles reported on their attendance at Deanery Synod 

Meetings throughout the year.  There had been four meetings covering a variety of 

subjects, details of which had been reported to PCC meetings. 

 

Sue and Janice were thanked for their report and for all their work in attending Deanery 

Synod Meetings and reporting back to the PCC. 

 

7 FABRIC REPORT 

Sue Chapman reported work to the Church as follows: 

 Slates had been put back on the roof 

 The boiler had been repaired and was due to be serviced shortly 

 The inventory had been updated 

 The annual Portable Appliance Testing had been carried out 

 Smartwater would be carried out by the roofing contractor and Sue 
 
Sue was thanked for her report and for her work throughout the year in connection with 
the fabric of the building. 
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8 PARISH PRIEST’S REPORT 
 Father Jason  thanked Sue for all her work as St Mary’s Church Warden.  He also 

thanked all members of the PCC for their work which enabled the Church to be here.  
He thought Weeford was a lovely Church with a lovely group of people. 

 
 
9 ELECTION OF PCC AND DEANERY SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES 

RESOLVED: That the following be appointed members of Weeford PCC: 
Church Warden – Sue Chapman (Also Deanery Synod Representative) 
Chairman – Revd Father Jason Phillips 
Vice Chairperson – David Gumbley 
Treasurer – Alison Deakin 
Secretary – Jean Hawkes 
Janice Eagles (Deanery Synod Representative) 
Angela Brookhouse 
Biddy Brough 
Trish Marrett 

  
 Proposed by Sue, seconded by Janice 
 
10 APPOINTMENTS 

a) Electoral Roll Officer 
That Janice Eagles be appointed Electoral Roll Officer. 
Proposed by Sue, seconded by Angela 
b) Safeguarding Officer 
That Janice Eagles be appointed Safeguarding Officer. 
Proposed by Alison, seconded by Trish. 
c) Lay Chairman 
That David Gumbley be appointed Lay Chairman. 
Proposed by Janice, seconded by Sue. 
d) Independent Examiner 
That a Finance Officer at the Lichfield Diocesan Board of Finance be appointed as the 
Independent Examiner of the PCC’s accounts. 
Proposed by Alison, seconded by Angela. 
e) Lichfield Deanery Synod Representatives 
That Sue Chapman and Janice Eagles be appointed Deanery Synod Representatives. 
Proposed by Trish, seconded by Angela. 

 
THE MEETING CLOSED WITH THE GRACE 
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Parish Priest’s Report to October 2020 
 

 

It has been a delight to work alongside Church warden Sue Chapman as we have sought to 

enable St Mary’s Church to be a sign of the presence of Christ. It has been humbling to 

journey with Baptism families and to see the awe and wonder of the parents. Again 

thankyou to Sue for her baptism ministry.  Similarly, until the CV19 lockdown it has been a 

privilege to share in the sacrament of marriage with numerous wedding couples. At the 

heart of being a blessing is the worship of God and it has been a privilege week by week to 

celebrate the Eucharist and the festivals with those who gathered faithfully. Thanks to David 

for his skilful musical contribution and generosity with chocolate biscuits.  

As I prepare to leave this parish to be Rector in the Stafford Episcopal area, my thanks to 

those who have made a positive contribution to my ministry here. 
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Parish Priest’s Last WWH Parish Magazine Letter 
 

 

Not long after I arrived in Whittington, the church council (PCC) 
took advantage of a grant to renew the external signage. Soon 
afterwards a local nurse said to me, ‘Father Jason, the new signs 
are wonderful. I drive by every day. I used to think the Church 
was shut down but now I know its alive and breathing.’ 
 
 
Throughout my time in Whittington, Weeford and Hints I have 
made it my aim to ensure local people know the three village 
churches are alive and breathing and are positive places to meet 
God in the rhythm of our lives.  
 
My time as parish priest here draws to a close. It has been a 
privilege to be the parish priest sharing in the care of the Bishop 
of Lichfield for each village. I’ve loved engaging with a huge 
diversity of people in equally diverse ways. It has been wonderful 
to be invited into the sacred moments of baptism, marriage and 
death… an honour to journey with very many people as their lives 
change from those moments onwards. I hope I have been a 
witness and sign to God’s blessing and love in those most special 
and holy of times. 
 
 
I have delighted welcoming the nursery school to church, seeing 
their eyes of wonder and receiving the children’s charming gifts of 
Christmas angels and harvest bread hedgehogs. 
 
 
How blessed I’ve felt to see the amazing sight of 200+ glowstick 
Christingles streaming down the hill in the dark… taking the light 
of Christ throughout Whittington as Christmas Eve unfolds. 
 
 
It has been profound to see rivers of people, including the armed 
forces and uniformed organisations, flowing down that same hill 
to remember all who have served their country on Remembrance 
Sunday. 
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A deep joy of my time here has been learning about people’s life 
stories and how their own journeys are woven into the life of the 
villages… be that stories of signal boxes and ironing cathedral 
ruffs, tales of literally building their own house or discussing 
Buddhism, the environment and Ampleforth beer, of people’s 
Jewish background, of the old doctor’s house surgery, my funny 
Valentine, the Angel of the North, of growing up in London, 
reminiscence of American servicemen, making ice-cream in the 
backroom of the house , of pickles, eggs and more or playing 
football on Church Street. A privilege of being a village parish 
priest is you become the repository of people’s life stories as well 
as their sadness, joys and their dreams. In this context, ‘Will you 
pray for me Father Jason,’ has become the most precious of 
words for me. 
 
 
At the heart of a living, breathing church is the presence of 
Christ. I remember a lovely lady, with ever deepening dementia, 
delighting in being in church and the presence of God especially 
in song… and when lost in the village she would joyfully proclaim 
to those helping her, she was going to Church. Similarly, another 
lady whose face shone with the light of Christ as she received the 
bread and wine of the Eucharist and then raised her hands to 
heaven. 
 
 
Week by week in the three churches I have experienced the 
blessing of passing into the hands of the gathered the holy things 
of the Eucharist of bread and wine … a privilege beyond telling to 
present the holy things of God, inspiring the church to go and 
make the world a better place. Recently, I feel the utter 
profundity of placing the bread of the broken body of Christ into 
military hands of healings. As a sacramental priest, marking 
heads and hands with oils of healing and blessing has been a 
deep joy as I act as a conduit of the Lord. 
 
 
Amongst my most profound times here was the symbolic washing 
of two sets of hands one Maundy Thursday. That moment, 
drenched in holiness, will stay with me always. Both sets of hands 
were honed by wisdom and gnarled with a lifetime of service. One 
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set was of priestly hands, that have extended God’s blessing on 
many people. The second set of hands that night was of a 
devoted wife nursing a bed-bound husband. How precious to 
wash those sacred hands in blessing.  
 
 
I’ve loved journeying with people in reflection days, bible studies, 
book groups and poetry days during my years here… gently 
expanding the human spirit and opening minds to ever widening 
ideas of the divine and of God’s interjection in lives and 
situations. There are so many special moments and wonderful 
people I have met in my time here… I couldn’t hope to mention 
even a fraction … but my thanks extend to all for enriching my 
time and my experience of God through you. 
 
In the churches, I have learned from all my wardens but 
especially Catherine Gibbs and Susan Chapman. Cath and Sue 
have taught me much about life, love and ministry and regularly 
buoyed my spirit urging me on to a closer walk with God. 
 
And of course the regular church dogs, Bonzo and Jeeves, 
bringing delight into our buildings and to people’s faces have 
been a welcome addition to my experience. 
 
As I prepare to leave, the front gate of St Giles’ Church is finally 
painted blue to match the signage. Though Cv19 has made recent 
months very tricky, I hope the newly painted gate is a sign every 
day that the Church is alive and breathing. 
 
 
Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey of faith 
you are most welcome into your churches to encounter the lavish 
love and hospitality of God.  
 
Blessings, Father Jason 

WWH Parish Priest 

 

¡Ha sido un placer acoger también a las familias de origen 

español a la Iglesia de Santa María! 
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In 2019 the PCC met seven times (including the Annual 

Meeting).  Weeford PCC consists of nine members, and all 

members play an active role in the life of Weeford Church.  Five 

members obtained 100% attendance at PCC Meetings. 

 

In 2019 the PCC discussed many aspects of Church life 

including general maintenance work, and fund-raising ideas.  

The church supported various charities including Mary’s Meals, 

Pathways Project and Lichfield Foodbank. 

 

Details of a report on ‘an approach for the future development of 

the Church of England’ had been discussed and how Weeford 

could develop by increasing the number of weddings at Church. 

 

Weeford PCC agreed to take part in the Lichfield Diocesan 

Board of Finance computerised annual accounts scheme 

 

 

Jean Hawkes  

PCC Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

PCC SECRETARY REPORT 
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Safeguarding Officer Report 
 

 

As Safeguarding Officer, myself and Sue Chapman, Churchwarden, completed 

our C2 training in May 2019. Parish Administrator, Lynne Mills, completed C2 

face to face training also. 

Parish Priest, Fr Jason Phillips, completed his C3 training as well as additional 

safeguarding training through the Diocese of Peterborough. 

It is a requirement that all PCC members complete C0 and C1 training. 

Lilas Rawlins had agreed to run a C0 and C1 group training session for the 3 

PCC’s of our Benefice in early 2020.  

Unfortunately, COVID-19 had other ideas. Hopefully this will take place in 

2021. Risk assessments have been made and implemented to limit the danger 

posed by CV19 on the premises. 

In July 2019 the 3 Safeguarding Officers of Whittington, (Lynne Ingham) Hints 

(Lloyd Ansermoz) and myself met to discuss our respective Safeguarding 

commitments and experiences. 

In October I completed a parish Audit of training requirements required 

annually by the National Safeguarding Team.  

 

Janice Eagles. 

Safeguarding Officer for St Mary’s Church, Weeford 
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FABRIC AND ORNAMENTS REPORT 

 

The warden spent a significant amount of time updating the 

inventory. 

 

Works to the building include: 

 Lightning conductor surveyed and repaired. 

 Repairs to roof (tiles) in April 

 Mortar fell from south valley of the roof and repaired in 
October (a donation from Whittington St Giles towards 
was received). 

 Boiler serviced and repaired. 

 Organ serviced, 

 Grounds around Church maintained by contract with 
Fidelis. 

 

 

During the closure of the church at the direction of the 

Government in 2020, the warden maintained checks as 

permitted. 
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Electoral Role Officers Report for 2019 Weeford PCC Annual 

Meeting. 

18th October 2020 

 

 

 

In 2019 we had 28 persons on the Church Electoral Role. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

In 2020 there are currently 26 persons on the Church Electoral Role.  

This is 2 less than 2019; sadly Edwin Brookhouse and Ruth Lewis have passed away in 2020. 
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DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 2019-2020. 
 

 

 

6th June 2019 at Christ Church, Gentleshaw. 

Evangelism Through Bereavement - Victoria Moore gave a presentation on grief.  

Victoria said that there are no resources to help bear the despair and pain of grief.  Grief is a 

normal and natural response to loss or change that occurs in your life.  Grief is a painful 

emotion that people will deny having, yet it is with many for numerous years.  They will tell 

themselves, and others, that there is nothing wrong with them, but it is a painful emotion that 

people need to work through before they can move on with their life.  Grief can be through 

many aspects of life.  Death, loss, divorce, death of a child, death of a pet, separation from a 

loved one, illness etc.   It is a time of not being able to move forward and pick yourself up.  

Grief is accumulative, they add on, one on top of another until you can’t cope any more.       

Grief can be devastating.  People try to help by suggesting go and get a replacement pet, I 

know how you feel, you will get over it, keep yourself busy, time heals, but these intellectual 

ideas do not help the person who is grieving.  These expressions are myths.  People suffering 

need to know there is someone there who will listen to them, not talk but listen.  Often, they 

feel guilt for allowing something to happen to a   loved one.  They wonder if they could have 

done more to stop it happening.  People feel remorse and regret, they are in a spiral of 

darkness.    They need time to come to terms with their grief and when they are ready, find a 

listening ear.  Listening to someone unload their grief is a great healer, so don’t shut them 

out.  Let people suffering know you are there for them when they are ready.  Keep in touch 

and don’t shun them, just say you are sorry but will always be there for them if they want to 

talk.  Grief is cumulative and negative but it  can be overcome.  It is not a life sentence. 

 

23rd September 2019 at St Chad’s Church, Lichfield - Hidden Voices  - The Slaves on our 

High Street presented by James Henderson. (Diocesan’s Transforming Communities.) 

James began by stressing that Modern Slavery affects 41 million people who are trapped in 

the world and this figure includeds136 thousand victims in Great Britain in 2018 and more 

than 3000 children were part of this slavery.  The crime goes on not only in big cities and 

towns but also in rural villages.  Stopping modern slavery needs to be a top priority.  The 

victims are vulnerable and need our help.  We need to be aware of what to look for:- 

malnutrition, dirty/ill fitting clothing, overcrowded accommodation, forced labour, physical 

and psychological abuse, forced marriage, baby farming, organ harvesting, hunger, child 

exploitation, benefit frauds, unfamiliar with where they work or live, appear to be frightened 

or hesitant to talk to strangers, the list is endless.  The victims work long hours for very little 

money and include  employment in car washing, nail bars, kitchen hands, farm laboring, fruit 

harvesting, manual labour.  The ‘trafficking’ gangs give the victims very little food, clothing 

or money.  They take away any documents the victims may have promising them good jobs 

and pay.  It then becomes difficult for the victims to move away and find ways to have social 

contact with the outside world.  This means they do not have the means to walk away and/or 

report their circumstances, they become trapped.  The gangs are often members of the same 

family and therefore find it easy to move the victims around the country to hide them from 

authorities.  The traffickers make money by selling them on, and are known to use 

psychological control and even threats of death to stop victims reporting their treatment.   

What can we do?  We can be observant and check if anyone is showing any of the above 

signs, and report anything we think is suspicious.  Take note of number plates and anything 

else that may help to track the traffickers but make  sure you keep yourself safe;  Report it to 
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the police 999 or 101, the Modern Slavery helpline 08000121700, Salvation Army 

03003038151.   There are charities which are there to help victims, some have ‘safe houses.  

Each police force have their own way of dealing with the situation according to their own 

funding.  Unfortunately, modern slavery is here and here to stay.  As the time of the 2020 

Commonwealth Games gets nearer, so will modern slavery become more prominent in 

Birmingham and the West Midlands.  We must pray that resources are put in place to tackle 

the problem and also pray for the victim’s safety and the perpetrators to stop their 

exploitations.  We must also take the situation to our PCC’s to enable others to be aware of 

the situation.                          

 

19th November 2019 at  St John’s Community Church, Chase Terrace. 

Main Topic - Becoming an Eco-church presentation by Rev’d Emma Cooksey and John 

Polhill. 

Theology - God asked us to care for all of His creation.  We are stewards who need to keep 

God’s world in good order.  We have a relationship with all creation, and we need to act 

responsibly to all things God put on this earth.  We are reminded again in Mark when  we are 

asked ‘Who is my neighbour?’ Not just the person living next  door, it is everything in the 

whole wide world, whether it is a human being, an animal or a plant.     

Mission Statement:-  reminds us to sustain and renew creation by safeguarding the 

environment.  We cannot  be involved ourselves alone, but also encourage other to be 

involved.  The church has  

good links with our local community and this enables us to reach out and work together.  We 

all need to be seen doing our bit.  As quoted by  Pete Wilcox, “My footprint on the earth is 

God’s footprint.” In other words we have a responsibility to God to ensure we look after His 

planet.    Emma also reminded us that   “We don’t need a handful of people doing zero waste 

perfectly, we need millions of people doing it imperfectly.”   Climate Change:-  We must all 

try to reduce our carbon footprint by car sharing, heating our home with green energy, use 

metal instead of plastic containers, compost our waste food, walk more, use charity shops for 

our clothes, use refills of cleaning products and personal toiletries.  There is so much we can 

do if only we stopped to think about our habits and therefore change our culture.    We are in 

the middle of a climate change – floods,  fires, extreme weather conditions, food and crop 

shortages.  It may seem an overwhelming task but we all need to try to make a difference to 

our world.  John Polhill feels that if people act on love for creation then they will get it right.   

Tim Cooper wo works at a re-cycling plant (Violia), reported that 200 bin lorries bring 

40,000 tomes of waste to the plant each working day.  The brown bin contents are composted 

down at a site in Wall and used on farms, blue bin waste goes to Aldridge to be sorted and 

processed and black bin contents are received at Four Ashes where the waste is put into 

bunkers and processed to make steam for generators, with the 30% ash residue being used in 

other various ways.   The only waste disposed in land-fill is ‘fly tipping’ material because this 

could be contaminated.   Re-cycling is cost effective even though we are not as efficient as 

other European countries.  We have developed our methodology greatly since 2000.  

 

19th February 2020 at All Saints Church Alrewas. 

Presentation from Rachel Thomas (The Children’s Society) 

The Children’ Society is a charity driven by Christian values, protecting children from all 

types of exploitation, without prejudice.   A supportive and non-judgmental listening ear to 

those who have no voice.  Founded in 1881 by Edward Rudolf their aim is to keep children 

free from harm or/and danger.  Children who feel unloved, scared or simply don’t matter.  

Children at risk of sexual abuse, transporting drugs for criminals, living in a home where 

others are misusing drugs, money laundering, migrants and refugees who are alone, 
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bewildered or struggling with mental issues.  Currently The Children’s Society are working 

with more than 11,000 vulnerable children trying to improve their lives.  The Diocese are 

helping to fund the Mental Health interventions.  These programs known as BEAM help over 

400 children every month.  85% of these children are aged between 16 and 17 years and 

suffering from anxiety, depression and pressures from school and home.  Children attend this 

program for 6 weeks and a positive outcome has been noticed.  If necessary, the children and 

adolescents are moved on to a Child and Adolescent Mental Health Care Service known as 

CAMHS.  A lot of the financial funding comes through the Christingle services and 

collection boxes which have been operating for 51 years.  Last year Lichfield Diocese raised 

over £20.000 through the boxes with another £12,000 from Christingle Services.  Other 

donations are always welcome to help fund their work.  Churches can contact the society to 

ask for speakers at church services and meetings to help people understand their aims of work 

and the many programs/activities they provide for children and adolescents.  

www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

 

By Anita Brookes,  on behalf of  David Buckley and Chris Hawthorne 

 

 

 

 

 

The Trustees’ Annual  Report 
 is attached as a separate Document  
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