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Congregation: Inclusive approaches to liturgy, worship and day-to-day communal life. 

 

Compassion: Models of outreach serving local need and addressing social justice 

 

Culture: Art, music and ideas to re-imagine the Christian narrative for the present 

moment. 

Commerce: Commercial activity and social enterprise generating finance, creatively 

extending and enhancing mission and ministry.  
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(Luke 12:32–34) 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 

and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 

and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/bsb/luke/12.htm#32
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

_____________________________________________________ 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church”. 

St Giles, Whittington 
Annual Parish Church Meeting 

6.30pm 18th October 2020 in the church hall 
AGENDA 

 
i) Parish Meeting for the Election of Churchwardens 

 

ii)      Annual Church Meeting 

 

1. Apologies. 

2. Minutes of the 2019 Annual meeting. 

3. Reports to be received: 

 To include Electoral Roll Officer’s report 

   P.C.C. Report  

Review of the Year 

             Trustees Annual report and supporting examined accounts 

   Gift Aid 

Finance and Fabric 

Deanery Synod 

4. Appointment of additional representatives to the Deanery Synod. 

5. Election of representatives to the P.C.C. 

6. Appointment of Sidespeople. 

7. Appointment of Independent Examiner of P.C.C. Accounts. 

8. Short Open Forum- please try to resolve any questions before hand to  

             keep the meeting as brief as possible due to CV19 measures. 
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

_____________________________________________________ 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church”. 

 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING, ST. GILES WHITTINGTON  

AT 7.50 pm ON SUNDAY 7th APRIL 2019 

IN THE CHURCH HALL 

 

 

 
 
 

A. The Annual Parish meeting for the Election of Churchwardens.  

 

The Revd. Dr Jason Phillips welcomed everyone to the series of meetings. He thanked Lesley 

Knighton and David Clarke for their diligent and unstinting work over the last year.  

David Clarke is willing to continue as Churchwarden and was proposed by Catherine Gibbs, 

seconded by Gill Hollis. Fr Jason thanked him for his willingness to continue in the role. 

 

Lesley Knighton is also willing to continue as Churchwarden. Her nomination was proposed 

by Catherine Gibbs, seconded by Christine W Jenkins. Fr Jason thanked Lesley for her 

willingness to continue in the role. 

 

David and Lesley were duly elected unanimously and unopposed as Churchwardens. Fr Jason 

thanked them both and expressed encouragement in their task and focus. 

 

This meeting concluded at 8.05pm 

 

B. The Annual Parochial Church Meeting.   

 

Fr Jason started the meeting with prayers. 

 

1. APOLOGIES 

30 people were present at the meeting. 

Apologies were received from: 

Steve Barr, Val Kempthorne, Brian Kempthorne, Janet Wallis and Jane Clarke. 

2. MINUTES OF THE 2018 ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The minutes had been available in church beforehand and were circulated at the meeting. 

These were accepted on a proposal by Lesley Knighton, seconded by Margo Christie, and 

carried, all in favour. 
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3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 

No matters were raised at this juncture. 

4. REPORTS 

 

a) Electoral Roll  

 

The report of Cath Gibbs, the Electoral Roll Officer confirmed that, after a full statutory 

revision, the roll is as follows: 

76 residents on the electoral roll, and 

                                                            16 non-residents. 

The Electoral Roll therefore stands at 92. Although there are 10 new resident members, 5 

members have moved away and 1 resident member is now non-resident. Thanks were 

expressed to Cath for her work as Electoral Roll Officer. Cath mentioned that she wishes to 

stand down from this role due to her impending move. As the roll has now been revised, the 

duties are believed to be minimal for the next 5-6 years. 

b) The following reports had been displayed in church and were taken as read by the 

meeting. They will remain in church for a further week. Copies are held on file: 

 

PCC Secretary’s report 

 

Deanery Synod 

 

Churches Together in Lichfield 

 

 Sunbeams 

 Parish Praise   

Safeguarding. 

Bellringers  

Flicks in the Sticks 

Whist for Pleasure 

Gift Aid. Gillian Davis also highlighted that £7244.10 had been received from Gift 

Aid – approximately £600 less than 2 years ago. 

A total of 51 members regularly contribute in this way but numbers have reduced. It 

was confirmed that Gift Aid can also be reclaimed from the new contactless system of 

giving. Gillian thanked all who give and all who help count and check donations. 

Thanks were expressed to Gillian for her diligence in pursuing the Gift Aid. 

The Secretary thanked everyone for submitting such detailed and interesting reports and Fr 

Jason thanked those concerned for the ongoing commitment represented. 
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Chairman of PCC/Trustees report. Fr Jason drew the attention of the meeting to the 

very comprehensive report circulated to all and held on file. This portrays all aspects 

of church life and indicates that attendance at services within the benefice mirrors, 

and in certain aspects exceeds, the national average. 

c) Presentation of Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2018. 

These were circulated and a copy is held on file.  

Richard Dyott reaffirmed that there is a legal obligation for the church accounts to be 

compiled in the revised format and he went through all pages prepared, answering questions 

raised.  

The Church “current” account shows an in year deficit of £4869.21 but it was noted that a 

payment of £2000 from reclaimed Gift Aid has yet to be credited and did not take into 

account savings and assets. 

Dividends on the Legacy Fund have been reinvested but the stock market generally has been 

poor. 

Richard advised that the Parish Share will increase by £1840 this year so there is a need to 

raise more money, increase giving and/or reduce expenditure in order to balance the books.  

The church hall account is healthy - showing a slight in-year deficit of £190.95 due largely 

to substantial refurbishment carried out during the year. This does not take into account any 

savings. 

Richard expressed thanks to Irene Jones and Gillian Davis for their work in counting, 

recording and reclaiming income. 

Concerned about the apparent deficit, Alastair Christie voiced his opinion that the PCC 

should “get to grips with balancing the current account and cut out unnecessary expense” 

Richard explained that this was not easy to manage on a daily basis since expenses were often 

sporadic. 

Alastair expressed his view that costs for paper and literature were high. Richard confirmed 

that £1547 for leaflet printing had been directly donated and was therefore not an 

expenditure. 

Fr. Jason accepted that it was important to keep an eye on the accounts and make good use of 

resources. He declared that the PCC was very capable of doing this and had done a very good 

job to manage the finances given the need to undertake essential work – for example remedial 

repairs to the wall and tower. 

Alastair voiced his opinion that capital expenses, such as the proposed reordering of the 

church, should not proceed when the books did not balance. Fr Jason further clarified that 

operational costs were balanced but for the cost of maintenance and it was false economy not 

to undertake repairs, which is what savings in part were for. 

Sue Gopsill remarked that as only 2 covenants have been increased this year, there was a 

need for all to consider increasing their giving as this would balance the books. 

The Trustees Annual Report and Financial Statement were presented to the meeting and 

accordingly accepted.  
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Thanks were expressed to Richard for his ongoing hard work and diligence as Treasurer for 

preparing and presenting these documents. Thanks were also expressed to the Wardens for 

their significant help in preparing the documents. 

 

5. ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE DEANERY SYNOD 

 

The Secretary explained that elections took place last year with representatives serving for 3 

years. However only 1 representative (David Clarke) came forward and 2 vacancies for 2 years 

therefore remain. There were no further nominations so 2 vacancies still remain which are 

available for appointment in the coming months. Fr Jason thanked David for his representation.

  

6. ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE PCC 

 

The PCC is entitled to 9 elected members, based on the size of the electoral roll and there are 

currently 2 vacancies for a period of 3 years. 

Richard Dyott was proposed by Cath Gibbs, seconded by Pamela Palmer. 

Jane Jones was proposed by Lesley Knighton, seconded by Sue Gopsill. 

There were no further nominations. 

Sara Dyott and Pamela Palmer were co-opted to the PCC on a proposal by Cath Gibbs, 

seconded by Brenda Olson. 

All were appointed unopposed. 

Fr Jason thanked all members for their willingness and commitment and the meeting prayed 

for their endeavours.  

 

7. APPOINTMENT OF SIDESPERSONS 

 

The current list was reviewed and appears as follows taking into account known 

changes/wishes. The meeting agreed to appoint such people: 

Rob Hilyer, Cath Gibbs, Lesley Knighton, Pamela Palmer, Gillian Davis, Alastair Christie, 

Richard Dyott, Margo Christie, Carol Rosenberg, Janet Wallis, Irene Jones, Barbara Gray, 

Steve Lane, Val Kempthorne, Brian Kempthorne, David Clarke, Jane Clarke, Liz Smith and 

Peter Hollis. 

 

8.  SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 

 Liz Smith was thanked for her painstaking and essential work. She has been Safeguarding 

Officer since the inception of this responsibility and has also supported Weeford Church. 

However Liz now wishes to stand down from this role. On behalf of the PCC and all present 

Fr Jason voiced profound appreciation for all she has done on our behalf. 
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Subject to their being no conflict of interest in her “day job” with Ecclesiastical Insurance, 

Lynne Ingham has offered to take over the role of Safeguarding Officer. 

Her appointment was proposed by Brenda Olson, seconded by Cath Gibbs and carried 

unanimously. This may need to be revisited by the PCC if a conflict is declared. 

9. APPOINTMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT EXAMINER OF THE PCC ACCOUNTS 

On a proposal by Richard Dyott, seconded by Sara Dyott it was unanimously agreed that the 

current arrangements with the Diocesan officer should continue, 

10.  OPEN FORUM 

The meeting was then opened up for items from the floor. 

i) Fr. Jason asked whether there were any further thoughts on reordering for the PCC to 

reflect upon at another time. No additional comments were forthcoming at this juncture. 

ii) Cath Gibbs mentioned that Whist for Pleasure is an outreach initiative started by the 

previous Incumbent. The activity is free of charge and all money raised goes back into church 

funds. Over the past year this extremely popular activity has raised £1476 and, thanks to 

Lesley Knighton, there is now a rota for volunteers to assist with refreshments etc. Cath 

commented that it is a source of real joy to see the pleasure of those participating and she 

hopes it will continue, providing friendship, fun and laughter. Lesley also thanked Lynne 

Lacey for her housekeeping duties on such occasions. 

iii) Cath went on to similarly extol the Flicks in the Sticks initiative which, whilst also being 

a free service, has raised £529 since April 2018. It has been organised by 3 couples but when 

Cath moves out of the parish the responsibility and cost will fall on 2 families and this may 

be too much to sustain. She encouraged additional volunteers to “lead” as this provides a 

good and safe environment for the community. Fr Jason reiterated that it was heartening how 

God had honoured these 2 initiatives and thanked Cath for all her input – she has truly been a 

blessing, as have others who have given support in a variety of capacities. 

iv) Lynne Lacey wished to mention similar benefits occasioned by the Coffee Stop initiative, 

which is a most enjoyable time of fellowship and friendship for people who find enjoyment 

in company and often might otherwise not be able to socialise. 

v) Megan Barr added that Sunbeams similarly provides camaraderie and fellowship across at 

least 3 generations. Many thanks to all who help and volunteers are sought to join the 

refreshments rota. This year marks the 40th anniversary of Pram Service/Sunbeams and there 

will be a service of Thanksgiving at 9.30 on 30th June, followed by a special Pram Service at 

2pm and a Grand Tea and tree planting subsequently. 

Fr Jason thanked Megan and the team who lead this work with young families. He 

commented that it’s the jewel in the church’s crown! 

There being no further matters raised, this part of the meeting closed with prayer at 9.05pm. 
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C. PCC meeting for Election of Officers.  

 

PCC members appointed unopposed the following serving officers for the coming year: 

Treasurer   Richard Dyott  proposed Russell Dickerson    

      seconded Cathy Gibbs. 

Electoral Roll  Lesley Knighton proposed Richard Dyott,                             

Officer      seconded Pamela Palmer 

Secretary  Jane Jones  proposed Richard Dyott,    

      seconded Lesley Knighton 

Vice Chair  Jonathan Smith proposed Brenda Olson,    

      seconded Sara Dyott 

 

Officers and members were thanked for their diligence, commitment and willingness to serve 

and all were reminded that the next PCC meeting is scheduled for May 15th 2019.  

The Secretary agreed to issue copies of the proposed minutes from this APCM to PCC 

members once approved by Fr Jason and handed out forms for all to complete confirming 

fitness under the “Fit and Proper Persons” legislation.  

The meeting closed with a sharing of The Grace at 9.20pm.  
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

It has been a delight to work alongside all who have sought to enable St Giles’ 

Church to be a sign of the loving presence of Christ. It has been humbling to 

journey with Baptism families and to see the awe and wonder of the parents. 

Thank you to Megan for her baptism ministry.  Similarly, until the CV19 

lockdown it has been a privilege to share in the sacrament of marriage with 

numerous wedding couples. At the heart of being a blessing is the worship of 

God and it has been a privilege week by week to celebrate the Eucharist and 

the festivals with those who gathered faithfully. Thanks to Russell for his skilful 

musical contribution to our worship and the bell ringers calling the faithful. 

As I prepare to leave this parish to be Rector in the Stafford Episcopal area, my 

thanks to those who have made a positive contribution to my ministry here. 

It is with sadness I record the death of my predecessor as parish priest, The 

Revd Paul Brothwell. We give thanks to God for his ministry in this parish 

including the legacy of St Giles Hospice. May Paul rest in peace and rise in 

glory. 

I include a copy both of a pastoral letter of March 2020 and also final letter 

that summarises the work of the church and the priest’s ministry in the parish 

and so comprises this report.  The very many positive letters I have received 

since notification of my impending move are testament to the positive impact 

we all have across the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Priest’s Report 2019 to October 2020 
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Parish Priest’s Pastoral Letter, St Giles’ 27/03/2020 
 

  

Dear all, 

Following weeks of impending gloom and some difficult days subsequently, we 

appear to be in a new temporary rhythm. For a moment today, as the sun shone the 

rays of spring into the spirit and the house, opportunity has arisen to reflect upon 

our church community and its blessings. Whilst some things presently paused, the 

seeds of blessing will expand and in the future we can restart the things that bless. 

In the meantime, new ways of blessing are emerging. 

I am personally grateful to the wardens who, in an emergency, have responded 

magnificently with care and fortitude to all that coronavirus has unleashed. It is a 

privilege to have such people to serve alongside. 

Thank you. 

Arising from the epidemic has seeped out blessings, 

not least in the creative energies of our devoted 

Parish Reader; setting up a watsap church support 

group, quiet space by phone and experimenting 

online.  Thankyou Gill. The home support packs I’ve 

sent to the congregations and also available online 

have been hugely valued. One person commenting 

in an email to me, 

‘Thank you so much for sending the worship material through the post. I will use it 

during this difficult time of isolation from our families and friends. It will be a 

comfort and strength to help us and to still follow the scriptures and weeks leading 

up to Easter and to Ascension Day.’ 

The extensive materials and links on our website have really come into their own in 

the last few days. We have over 300 followers on facebook (about the same again at 

Weeford). At this time of need (and being at home) we have seen a rise in those 

accessing our facebook page and I hope have been encouraged. One lady 

commented there, 

‘What a beautiful thought, I follow your church because my granddaughter and her 

husband and two children live there. May your prayers for everyone, bring comfort 

and blessings. Thank you.’ 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://pngimage.net/thin-blue-line-png-4/&psig=AOvVaw3P0D6iuivUJyp6HDjpjHCQ&ust=1585249556983000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCz9vqotugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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We have been able to set up pastoral phone call links for some of our more 

vulnerable church members as well as check-up emails, which have been welcomed. 

Similarly, cards of encouragement to church people and community have really 

encouraged people at these challenging and isolating times.  

Our churchyard is looking beautiful dressed in daffodils. 

Both churchyard and church building are a wonderful 

gift to the community and much valued. The way they 

are both maintained, largely by diligent unsung church 

volunteers getting on, is a real blessing.  A day before 

the church doors were ordered shut, I received a 

grateful email, 

‘Whilst there I thought I would pop into the church for 5 minutes to pray. Well the 

church is looking absolutely wonderful and I spent much more than five minutes 

looking at the stations of the cross and reading the accompanying booklet. I really 

felt the presence of the Lord there, His closeness and comfort. Thank you for making 

it such a place of peace and respite, especially so at these very difficult and troubled 

times.’ 

The same is true of the Church Hall which enables 

uniformed organisations and our outreach to the elderly 

of coffee stop and Whist. Likewise, the bellringers who 

faithfully ring out a witness to the community and a call 

to worship and to the musicians who enrich our worship.  

We give thanks to God for 40+ years of sunbeams 

blessing local children and parents at a significant time in 

their lives. Thanks be to God for the dedicated service of 

sunbeam leaders and supporters. 

Working diligently too is our parish administrator not only in invaluable 

administration to keep us functioning but a prayer ministry too. How fortunate we 

are that she gives way beyond the hours we can pay her for. And how proud we are 

that our staff member has received a St Chad award from the Bishop for her wider 

missionary work. Well done Lynne! 

Alongside, the ongoing work of the PCC helps us listen to God’s word and to see 

God’s work. Whilst the Church of England is led by the Bishops through their clergy, 

discernment comes from a wide base including those called to the PCC.  I am 
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especially grateful for the conscientious work of the PCC secretary and her deep 

wisdom and ongoing demeanour of encouragement.  

Although cut short, it has been a delight to host a potential ordinand as part of their 

discernment process. He and his family enthuse about the welcome and 

opportunity given to them at St Giles’.   

It is wonderful to reflect too that the PCC has been bold and courageous, even in 

difficult times, to press further on with their re-ordering project. This project aims to 

invest in a church building fit for purpose now and into the future. The project a 

profoundly faithful step of witness to and involvement of the community. I was 

delighted to see our PCC trust in the Lord…so too their 

thankfulness to David our Warden charting the journey for 

this project with resilience and thoughtfulness. Thankyou. 

Care is a hallmark of our work at St Giles. The recently trained 

home communions team exemplifies that. It is most 

encouraging to see widening involvement of the 

congregation in specific ministries. I look forward after CVirus 

to this team flourishing and blessing. 

Similarly, our funeral ministry is a hugely important gift to the 

locality. Again in recent years it has been a delight to see the team who assist widen. 

Each member responds professionally and with concern.  In attending most 

gatherings following funerals, I am glad to extend the links between our church and 

local families. During the year one person messaged a typical comment, 

‘Thank you so much for yesterday, it was a lovely service exactly what mum would 
have wanted. I did find it comforting.  I’m grateful that mum’s faith was strong.’ 
 
Not only funeral teams but wedding and baptism 

congregational officers add significantly to our wedding 

and baptism work. Across Whittington and Weeford we 

have a robust baptism ministry engaging very many 

local people positively with church and a sense of the 

sacred.  What a joy it was the week before closure to 

baptise three children. 

One wedding couple wrote, 

‘Our Wedding Service was wonderful and it will stay with us forever. Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for making our Wedding Day so special.’ 
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Just before the church doors were ordered closed, we were able to host the hospice 

remembrance service, which we do several times in the year. Our church birthed 

the hospice originally but our continued involvement in supporting them, for 

example, in shared Eucharist’s with church members and hospice guests and in 

ministering in my chaplaincy role, strengthens our compassionate presence in the 

village. 

As the earlier person commented, the church 

looks lovely. It is supported by the immense 

generosity of a number of people within and 

without the congregation who have a strong 

commitment to the church, for example, 

donating cushion covers and lectern falls 

(given in gratitude for the exceptional pastoral 

care given to the donor’s partner). Investing in 

these things develops further the sense of 

church as a deeply committed worshipping community. I am looking forward when 

we are allowed back in, to lightening the newly donated Paschal candle and bringing 

the Light of Christ into the church as we move on from coronavirus days. 

This year we have welcomed the clergy chapter twice into the Benefice, once at St 

Giles. To support the deanery clergy in their collegiate work together through our 

hospitality is a real blessing. My own leading of clergy development support at 

several of these chapter meeting, for example, on spiritual development has been a 

real privilege too. 

I am pleased to have such positive links with the Methodist Church and to preach 

there periodically. This builds up links with the Methodist people that reside in 

Whittington with St Giles. It is great to see many Methodists, as well as other 

traditions, partake in the Good Friday walk of Witness to the cathedral, organised by 

our Rob to a large extent.   

Our care as a church (and benefice) extends to the local prison. I was delighted to 

attend the open day with people from church recently. Arising, some members of 

our churches have volunteered to support/lead the Angel tree project. We have, in 

addition, church members engaging with the prison in differing ways.   

I am delighted that even in the midst of challenging decisions concerning finances 

we still hold onto supporting other organisations in their endeavours. This support 
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includes our mission partners in Nepal, Lichfield church schools, Council of 

Christians and Jews, Rural Christian Support, aiding our smaller churches and 

assisting the setup of Men’s Shed support group to name but a few. The 

engagement of church members in local schemes such as the good neighbours 

scheme, men’s lunch and the foodbank, extends our reach of care into the 

community. I was pleased recently to stand in for the Dean to present to a large 

group of students at the cathedral on Holocaust Memorial Day, extending our social 

justice work. 

Flicking through our annual report, I 

was heartened to be reminded of the 

rising attendance of uniformed 

organisations at Remembrance 

services, of the success of Christingle 

service and the engagement of the 

community in reading lessons at 9 

Lessons and Carols.  So too the 

opportunities for people to grow 

personally in poetry workshops and 

retreat days. Further, varied social 

opportunities are enabled through our skilful fundraising team.  How lovely we have 

such good links with Elswick nursery school who visit often throughout the year. 

That the primary school visit for wedding experiential learning and their nativity 

play. I hope the pilgrimage walk around Ilam last year will be replicated to start our 

new phase of life, post coronavirus.  

One of the blessings of being an Anglican priest is one is charged with care of all the 

community. St Giles enables me to do that. A lot of my ministry is engaging with 

people not of the church and never likely to be. Through me, I hope many have a 

positive encounter with lived Christianity. That opportunity I couldn’t be more 

grateful for.  

All the above is just a sample of the blessing of St Giles 

people and our Christian journey together. Our mission 

to love God, love each other and love our communities, 

ebbs and flows as we explore our God-given purpose in 

Whittington.    I hope reading has filled your spirit with 

light and hope as the reflection has for me.  I am thrilled 

that just a few moments to reflect on our Christian life 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://pngimage.net/thin-blue-line-png-4/&psig=AOvVaw3P0D6iuivUJyp6HDjpjHCQ&ust=1585249556983000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCz9vqotugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2831734880180357/?type=3
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together turned into a letter of biblical proportions. It is easy in these worrying and 

sometime fraught and gloomy days of the coronavirus pandemic to lose sight of the 

wider picture that God is really acting through us. Our website quotes from the 

Bible, reminding us God has called us to bear fruit and fruit that will last. As the Lord 

is making all things new, these blessings will enable the work of the Lord.  

Thank you for responding to God’s call.  

 

May God bless you and keep you through these coronavirus times, 

Make his face to shine upon you 

And give you peace. 

 

Blessings 

 

Father Jason 

Parish Priest  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2373223939364789/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2455452107808638/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2455451144475401/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2438315212855661/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2370958219591361/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2351223918231458/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/StGilesChurchWhittington/photos/a.604732912880576/2227191970634654/?type=3
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://pngimage.net/thin-blue-line-png-4/&psig=AOvVaw3P0D6iuivUJyp6HDjpjHCQ&ust=1585249556983000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCz9vqotugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Parish Priest’s Last WWH Parish Magazine Letter 
 

 

Not long after I arrived in Whittington, the church council (PCC) 
took advantage of a grant to renew the external signage. Soon 
afterwards a local nurse said to me, ‘Father Jason, the new signs 
are wonderful. I drive by every day. I used to think the Church 
was shut down but now I know its alive and breathing.’ 
 
 
Throughout my time in Whittington, Weeford and Hints I have 
made it my aim to ensure local people know the three village 
churches are alive and breathing and are positive places to meet 
God in the rhythm of our lives.  
 
My time as parish priest here draws to a close. It has been a 
privilege to be the parish priest sharing in the care of the Bishop 
of Lichfield for each village. I’ve loved engaging with a huge 
diversity of people in equally diverse ways. It has been wonderful 
to be invited into the sacred moments of baptism, marriage and 
death… an honour to journey with very many people as their lives 
change from those moments onwards. I hope I have been a 
witness and sign to God’s blessing and love in those most special 
and holy of times. 
 
 
I have delighted welcoming the nursery school to church, seeing 
their eyes of wonder and receiving the children’s charming gifts of 
Christmas angels and harvest bread hedgehogs. 
 
 
How blessed I’ve felt to see the amazing sight of 200+ glowstick 
Christingles streaming down the hill in the dark… taking the light 
of Christ throughout Whittington as Christmas Eve unfolds. 
 
 
It has been profound to see rivers of people, including the armed 
forces and uniformed organisations, flowing down that same hill 
to remember all who have served their country on Remembrance 
Sunday. 
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A deep joy of my time here has been learning about people’s life 
stories and how their own journeys are woven into the life of the 
villages… be that stories of signal boxes and ironing cathedral 
ruffs, tales of literally building their own house or discussing 
Buddhism, the environment and Ampleforth beer, of people’s 
Jewish background, of the old doctor’s house surgery, my funny 
Valentine, the Angel of the North, of growing up in London, 
reminiscence of American servicemen, making ice-cream in the 
backroom of the house , of pickles, eggs and more or playing 
football on Church Street. A privilege of being a village parish 
priest is you become the repository of people’s life stories as well 
as their sadness, joys and their dreams. In this context, ‘Will you 
pray for me Father Jason,’ has become the most precious of 
words for me. 
 
 
At the heart of a living, breathing church is the presence of 
Christ. I remember a lovely lady, with ever deepening dementia, 
delighting in being in church and the presence of God especially 
in song… and when lost in the village she would joyfully proclaim 
to those helping her, she was going to Church. Similarly, another 
lady whose face shone with the light of Christ as she received the 
bread and wine of the Eucharist and then raised her hands to 
heaven. 
 
 
Week by week in the three churches I have experienced the 
blessing of passing into the hands of the gathered the holy things 
of the Eucharist of bread and wine … a privilege beyond telling to 
present the holy things of God, inspiring the church to go and 
make the world a better place. Recently, I feel the utter 
profundity of placing the bread of the broken body of Christ into 
military hands of healings. As a sacramental priest, marking 
heads and hands with oils of healing and blessing has been a 
deep joy as I act as a conduit of the Lord. 
 
 
Amongst my most profound times here was the symbolic washing 
of two sets of hands one Maundy Thursday. That moment, 
drenched in holiness, will stay with me always. Both sets of hands 
were honed by wisdom and gnarled with a lifetime of service. One 
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set was of priestly hands, that have extended God’s blessing on 
many people. The second set of hands that night was of a 
devoted wife nursing a bed-bound husband. How precious to 
wash those sacred hands in blessing.  
 
 
I’ve loved journeying with people in reflection days, bible studies, 
book groups and poetry days during my years here… gently 
expanding the human spirit and opening minds to ever widening 
ideas of the divine and of God’s interjection in lives and 
situations. There are so many special moments and wonderful 
people I have met in my time here… I couldn’t hope to mention 
even a fraction … but my thanks extend to all for enriching my 
time and my experience of God through you. 
 
In the churches, I have learned from all my wardens but 
especially Catherine Gibbs and Susan Chapman. Cath and Sue 
have taught me much about life, love and ministry and regularly 
buoyed my spirit urging me on to a closer walk with God. 
 
And of course the regular church dogs, Bonzo and Jeeves, 
bringing delight into our buildings and to people’s faces have 
been a welcome addition to my experience. 
 
As I prepare to leave, the front gate of St Giles’ Church is finally 
painted blue to match the signage. Though Cv19 has made recent 
months very tricky, I hope the newly painted gate is a sign every 
day that the Church is alive and breathing. 
 
 
Whoever you are and wherever you are on your journey of faith 
you are most welcome into your churches to encounter the lavish 
love and hospitality of God.  
 
Blessings, Father Jason 

WWH Parish Priest 

 

¡Ha sido un placer acoger también a las familias de origen 

español a la Iglesia de Santa María! 
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

During the first twelve months covered by this report, we were privileged to 

experience a variety of thoughtful and stimulating worship initiatives, thanks to the 

hard work and dedication of Fr. Jason and the ministry team.  

 
Sunbeams and The Christmas Service in the Barn continued to be a source of joy– 

reaching out to younger members of our community (and their families) in a 

welcoming and flexible way which aims to appropriately meet their needs. We are 

grateful to Megan, Steve, Sue and all their teams who worked so hard and made a 

real difference. 

 

We are delighted that outreach initiatives continued to thrive, providing 

entertainment, support and fellowship for many within the parish. The PCC 

sponsored many charitable causes as part of regular mission giving and 

considered additional fund-raising events for the continuing work of the church. 

We are very thankful for those who organised and supported these. We are also 

most appreciative of the work of the teams who provide such a caring and personal 

service for weddings, baptisms and funerals, smoothing the way for families on 

their significant days. 

 

We are very grateful to Lynne Ingham who has taken over the statutory 

responsibility as Safeguarding Officer and conducted the regular reviews and 

updating of policy on our behalf. 

  

The Property for Mission Committee continued to focus on the use and 

maintenance of all “assets” within the parish to meet the needs of the community. 

Over recent months consideration of the reordering of the church has been 

understandably deferred. 

 

Needless to say, the difficulties encountered because of the pandemic since 

February have proved challenging to say the least. Normal “business” has been 

suspended, including services, meetings and fund raising. So many aspects of life 

have been disrupted with consequent concerns which others will highlight in their 

reports. Throughout we have been upheld and supported by the efforts of so many 

people. Fr Jason’s devotional aids, email and telephone contacts proved most 

helpful especially in the early days and then Gill and Peter Hollis rose to the 

P.C.C. Secretary’s Report for Annual Meeting 
2019 and period until October 2020 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijwtDyvIHKAhVBORoKHZY8DQ0QjRwIBw&url=http://theclergydatabase.org.uk/reference/diocesan-resources/a-z-list-of-dioceses/lichfield-and-coventry-diocese-resources/&psig=AFQjCNFG8-4WIGar4457c4UO_lCmi4EZJA&ust=14514924492882
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challenge of providing fresh expressions of fellowship and support through 

electronic means. Using technology, they have both displayed outstanding spiritual 

and pastoral leadership, providing an exemplary level of care, commitment and 

outreach to the wider community and giving help and encouragement at really 

difficult points in our lives.  

We are also grateful for the unstinting endeavours of both our churchwardens, 

Lesley and David, whose guidance, industry, integrity and faithfulness have been 

exemplary.  

 

In recent days, we have learned that Father Jason will be moving to pastures new, 

taking up the post of Rector with the Mid Trent group of churches. We thank him 

for the many blessings he has brought to our worship – fresh and stimulating 

initiatives and always a sense of deep spirituality. He has also touched many 

hearts including baptism, wedding and funeral families by his kindness, inclusivity, 

approachability and welcoming style. We wish Fr. Jason every happiness in his 

new role. 

So, we continue to face an uncertain future, but are confident that we will emerge 

from the restrictions one day. We pray that we may be strengthened by our 

experiences and equipped to move forward together in the service of Our Lord 

over the coming years. 

Jane Jones      P.C.C. Secretary    October 2020 
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

The PCC is committed to the safeguarding and protection of all children, 
young people and all adults in the church community of St Giles’ Church, 

Whittington. 
 
PCC 
Safeguarding continues to be a regular item on the PCC agenda, and this is documented for the 
parish records.  The parish safeguarding policy is reviewed annually by the PCC.    
 
Safeguarding Policy 
The 2019 policy 2019 was presented to the PCC on 11th September 2019.  The 2020 policy, which 
updates that of 2019, is attached for approval by the PCC at the APCM on 18th October 2020. 
 
Additional policies eg Recruitment of Ex-Offenders, Use of Social Media etc require further 
consideration.  The ‘St Giles’ Church Office - Lone Working Policy’ is communicated to Lynne Mills on 
an annual basis. 
 
Policies should be ratified and adopted by the PCC and recorded in meeting minutes.  
 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
The Safeguarding Co-ordinator for St Giles’ Church, Whittington is Lynne Ingham, who undertook a 
handover with Elizabeth Smith and was appointed to the role at the APCM in April 2019, there 
having been no perceived conflict of interest with her professional role as Church Insurance 
Consultant with Ecclesiastical Insurance.  Lynne obtained her DBS confirmation on June 2019, and 
completed her C0, C1 and C2 Safeguarding Training on 3rd July 2019. 
 
Safeguarding Audit 
An annual audit of safeguarding issues in this parish is undertaken by Father Jason with the parish 
safeguarding coordinators of each of the 3 churches in the benefice.  A nil return of incidents was 
submitted by Father Jason to the diocese on 11th May 2019. 
 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) Checks 
The Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) is the government agency through which checks can be 
made to ensure the suitability of people to hold posts, particularly where they will have sole 
responsibility for children or vulnerable adults.  
 
All clergy require an enhanced criminal record check with barring information.  Certain church 
officers working with children and/or vulnerable adults will require an enhanced criminal record 

 
Safeguarding Coordinator’s Report    
  2019 and until 18th October 2020 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijwtDyvIHKAhVBORoKHZY8DQ0QjRwIBw&url=http://theclergydatabase.org.uk/reference/diocesan-resources/a-z-list-of-dioceses/lichfield-and-coventry-diocese-resources/&psig=AFQjCNFG8-4WIGar4457c4UO_lCmi4EZJA&ust=14514924492882
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service
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check with/without barring information, depending on the activity. 
 
Lichfield Diocese undertake online DBS checks using the online CCPAS Disclosure Service – see 
https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/safeguarding/dbs_resources/. 
 
The Safeguarding Co-ordinator is in the process of compiling an audit of DBS compliance, and is 

happy to support those church officers who need to complete the relevant DBS process.  

 
 
Diocese of Lichfield Safeguarding Team 
The Diocesan Safeguarding Team works together to cover all areas of Safeguarding, and their work is 
overseen by the Diocesan Safeguarding Panel which meets quarterly, with an independent chair. The 
Panel acts in a support and scrutiny role to ensure the Diocese complies with its legal 
responsibilities.   The Safeguarding Team consists of the following personnel: 
 
Mr Neil Spiring is the Senior Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor and Team Leader and is a qualified 
social worker, working on Diocesan Safeguarding Policy Development, casework, issues regarding 
Adults at Risk and Children as well as being available to parishes, both clergy and Parish Safeguarding 
Coordinators to give advice on day to day issues of concern. Office:  01543 306030 
Email:  neil.spiring@lichfield.anglican.org 
 
Ms Linda Clifford-Hayes is an Assistant Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser, is a qualified social worker 
and can deputise for Neil in all matters when required. She shares casework with Neil and works as 
an active member of the team in policy development and helping the team achieve its goals.  
Office:  01543 622432 

Email:  linda.cliffordhayes@lichfield.anglican.org 
 
Mrs Kim Hodgkins works alongside the DSAs with casework and to support Clergy, Parish 
Safeguarding Coordinators and parishes in Safeguarding matters relating to children. 
Office:  01543 306099 
Email:  kim.hodgkins@lichfield.anglican.org 
 
Mrs Julia Dixon joined the team in January 2019 and takes the lead on developing and monitoring 
our training programme. Her role allows dedicated support to ensuring that we are able to maximise 
training capacity and ensure that we can continually evaluate and improve this part of our service. 
Office:  01543 306030 
Email:  julia.dixon@lichfield.anglican.org 

Mrs Sue Hathaway is the first point of contact for queries about DBS applications submitted through 
the diocese. 
Office:  01543 622320 
Email:  sue.hathaway@lichfield.anglican.org 

The team are based at the diocesan offices in Lichfield, although, due to Covid-19 restrictions, they 
are working from home with effect from 5th October 2020.  
 
For Out of Hours and Weekend Emergencies please call the Emergency Safeguarding number 0303 
003 1111 (option 2). During Office Hours and for General Enquiries please call 01543 306030. 
 
Safeguarding Training 

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/safeguarding/dbs_resources/
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(110,101,105,108,46,115,112,105,114,105,110,103,64,108,105,99,104,102,105,101,108,100,46,97,110,103,108,105,99,97,110,46,111,114,103))
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(108,105,110,100,97,46,99,108,105,102,102,111,114,100,104,97,121,101,115,64,108,105,99,104,102,105,101,108,100,46,97,110,103,108,105,99,97,110,46,111,114,103))
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(107,105,109,46,104,111,100,103,107,105,110,115,64,108,105,99,104,102,105,101,108,100,46,97,110,103,108,105,99,97,110,46,111,114,103))
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(106,117,108,105,97,46,100,105,120,111,110,64,108,105,99,104,102,105,101,108,100,46,97,110,103,108,105,99,97,110,46,111,114,103))
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(115,117,101,46,104,97,116,104,97,119,97,121,64,108,105,99,104,102,105,101,108,100,46,97,110,103,108,105,99,97,110,46,111,114,103))
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The National Safeguarding Team made some changes to the core safeguarding training 

requirements, which were implemented by Lichfield Diocese from January 2020.  

The C0 (Awareness) and C1 (Foundation) training modules continue to be available online, and are a 

requirement for all volunteers and church officers, including PCC members and all Licensed Lay 

Ministers (LLMs) and ordained clergy. 

The former full day C3 safeguarding training for all clergy, LLMs and anyone holding the Bishop’s 

Licence has been replaced by a new half day (3 hour) Leadership module. 

Those church officers formerly required to undertake C2 face to face training (Safeguarding Co-

ordinators, Churchwardens and lay leaders of activities) will now undertake the Leadership module 

alongside the Clergy, LLMs and those holding the Bishop’s Licence. 

Anyone whose safeguarding certificates expired in 2020 is required to undertake the new leadership 

module as refresher training. Anyone whose safeguarding training certificate had expired during 

2019 or before is required to undertake the Basic Awareness and Foundation modules online, prior 

to attending a half day safeguarding Leadership training module.  

Further information about the National Safeguarding Training programme are detailed in the Church 

of England practice Guidance ‘Safeguarding and Training Development’ per the following link: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-

07/Safeguarding%20Training%20%26%20Development%202019%20Final%20version_0.pdf 

The churchwardens and Safeguarding Co-ordinator have completed the necessary training:  C0, C1 

and C2. 

Members of the PCC are required to complete C0, and, as trustees of a charity which is responsible 
for children’s and adult groups, they are asked to complete level C1. 
 
Thanks to those who have taken the time to complete this training as requested.  For those who still 

need to complete training, please consult the Lichfield diocesan website on the Safeguarding 

section.   Please note, however, that all Safeguarding Training Events have been cancelled due to 

Covid 19 restrictions.  Due to current restrictions Lichfield Diocese are now only able to offer 

Learning and Development sessions online via Zoom, using materials designed specifically for this by 

the National Safeguarding Team. 

Attendance on the course is by invitation only, and the diocese are currently prioritising Clergy and 

LLMs whose training expired this year or earlier and those who have not yet completed any 

leadership training.  

Safeguarding Training is valid for 3 years from the date of attendance, and all participants are 

strongly advised to keep their certificate as a record and proof of completion.  

The National Safeguarding Team require Lichfield Diocese to send out a Parish Audit for 

Safeguarding Training on an annual basis. The information returned will assist the diocese in 

providing sufficient training opportunities to meet requirements. The Safeguarding Co-ordinator is in 

the process of compiling the Audit for 2020, and is happy to support those volunteers and members 

of the PCC who need to complete the relevant safeguarding training.  

Signage 
The Safeguarding Policy and Safeguarding Co-ordinator contact details are displayed in the church 
and church hall, along with the ‘Safeguarding Good Practice Guidelines in Lichfield Diocese’ poster. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-07/Safeguarding%20Training%20%26%20Development%202019%20Final%20version_0.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-07/Safeguarding%20Training%20%26%20Development%202019%20Final%20version_0.pdf
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Website 
The parish is required to display the relevant Safeguarding Information on all relevant websites.  
Consideration may be given to updating relevant documentation, including inserting the following 
information on the home page: 
 
"St Giles’ Church, Whittington is committed to Safeguarding and has adopted the National and 
Diocesan Safeguarding Policies. Our Safeguarding Coordinator is Lynne Ingham, who can be 
contacted on 07771 938720.” 
 
Insurance 
The Parish Plus insurance policy for St Giles’ Church and Thomas Spencer Hall, Whittington was 
renewed on 1st April 2020 for a period of 12 months with Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc.  
Extensive information on Safeguarding Risk Management is available on the Ecclesiastical website 
(https://www.ecclesiastical.com/risk-management/safeguarding/). 
 
Specifically, Ecclesiastical advise on Safeguarding as follows in their “Keeping People Safe Made 
Simple Guide” (https://www.ecclesiastical.com/documents/health-and-safety-guide.pdf): 
 
“Where activities involve working with children and/or vulnerable adults, churches are expected to 
follow latest safeguarding best practice. As a minimum this would mean ensuring the Diocesan 
Safeguarding guidance is followed. We would expect all churches to include a statement in their 
annual report on activities by their Safeguarding Officer.” 
 
Church Activities 
Church activities are listed on the respective websites as follows: 
 

- http://ourvillagechurch.org.uk/ 
- https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4628/service-and-events/events-regular/. 

 
Some activities eg Messy Church have been suspended due to lack of leaders.  Other activities have 
been suspended until further notice due to Covid-19: 

- Bridge with Friends – Sunday at 14.30 (Thomas Spencer Church Hall)  
- Weekday Eucharist – Wednesday at 09.30  
- Bell Ringing practice – Wednesday at 19.30  
- Coffee Stop – Thursday at 10.30 (Thomas Spencer Church Hall)  
- Whist for Pleasure – Thursday at 14.00 (Thomas Spencer Church Hall)  
- Choir Practice Thursday at 19.45. 

 
Church Hall 
 
Father Jason reiterated concern in the PCC minutes of 2nd September 2020 that the church hall 

doors being solid do not enable people to see who is either within or outside. This is both a Health 

and Safety and a Safeguarding issue. Those at risk include the parish administrator and young people 

using the hall.  The Church Hall committee is to consider and report back to the PCC- the PCC hold 

the responsibility for safeguarding on the premises. 

Hiring agreements should be reviewed in line with the Safeguarding Checklist 2020.  

Covid-19 
The impact of Covid-19 necessitated the closure of the church and all church hall activities from 23rd 
March 2020.  The church was permitted to reopen for private prayer with effect from 15th June 

https://www.ecclesiastical.com/risk-management/safeguarding/
https://www.ecclesiastical.com/documents/health-and-safety-guide.pdf
http://ourvillagechurch.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4628/service-and-events/events-regular/
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2020, and for services with effect from 5th July 2020.  Safeguarding support of members of the 
congregation continued by home visits through online services. 
 
Vacancy 
The Archdeacon of Stoke on Trent announced on 13th September 2020 that The Revd Dr Jason 
Phillips has been appointed as the Team Rector of the Mid Trent Team in the Diocese of Lichfield.  
Safeguarding issues, including the secure storage of safeguarding records etc., must therefore be 
given consideration during the period of clergy vacancy, once Father Jason has taken up his new role 
outside the parish.  The appointment of any new parish priest must be undertaken in line with the 
House of Bishops’ Safer Recruitment practice guidance.  
 
 
Lynne Ingham 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator - St Giles’ Church, Whittington  
07771 938720 
 
October 2020 
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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
I would like to thank everyone who donates to St Giles Church so generously 

and supports its valuable work in this community and beyond. 

We currently have 39 members of the congregation who donate regularly 

through their bank and 12 who donate through weekly envelopes.  The 

numbers who donate through the envelopes is decreasing each year and 

several members who used to donate through envelopes changed to donating 

through the bank in March/April 2020 at the start of the pandemic.  We are 

grateful to them for making this change.  We are also grateful to those 

envelope users who have donated regularly by cheque over the past months 

when use of envelopes was not appropriate. 

The last Gift Aid claim was for the period ending 31/12/19 and this is shown in 

the Church Accounts.  The information for the plate giving for 2019-20 was 

locked in the vestry while the church was closed, and no Gift Aid claim has 

been made for the plate money at this time. I will endeavour to make a claim 

for this as soon as I can. 

Please contact David Clarke, Richard Dyott or Gillian Davis if you would like to 

be become a member of either the weekly envelope scheme or donate 

through your bank.  We are always delighted to welcome new givers! 

Gillian Davis, 10/20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gift Aid  Officer Report 

2019-20 
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Churches Together in Lichfield Report 
 
 
In spite of the necessary restrictions caused by the Coronavirus pandemic I continue 
to be impressed by the amount of activity going on across all of the churches in 
Lichfield and to see how they pull together as ‘Churches Together in Lichfield’ (CTIL) 
to make things happen. 
 
CTIL is involved in Fairtrade Lichfield, Lichfield Inter-Faith Forum, Schools Work 
Trust, Keswick in Lichfield, Christmas Day Together, Lichfield foodbank, Lent 
Groups, Good Friday Walk of Witness, Easter Monday Passion Plays, Bower 
Outreach, Late Night Listeners, Lichfield Emergency Night Shelter, ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’, Places of Welcome, City of Sanctuary and the Memory Café.  Everything 
was active until March, though in most cases, little has happened since then in 2020.  
The outstanding exception is Lichfield foodbank which has been open continuously. 
 
CTIL makes for a great network for sharing individual church events and activities 
and these are regularly included in our own notices. 
 
The Ministers of the various churches set a great example by working together and 
getting stuck in alongside lay members to deliver real results for the community.  The 
co-chairs of CTIL are Canon Pat Maguire and Rick Hill. 
 
Following the establishment of a night shelter for rough sleepers during the coldest 
months of the year in 2019, three of the homeless had moved into accommodation.  
CTIL has also worked with Lichfield District Council to further tackle homelessness.  
Just prior to lockdown and the Government directive to get homeless people off the 
streets, the Council had acquired three properties to house the homeless. 
 
The 2020 Annual General Meeting was held by Zoom.  Reports from the various 
groups which CTIL touches are available on the CTIL website 
(www.churchestogetherinlichfield.co.uk) 
 
 
David Clarke 
St Giles’ Church and Lichfield foodbank representative 
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Since the last AGM, meetings have been held on 6 June 2019, 23 September 2019, 
19 November 2019, 19 February 2020, and 14 September 2020 – this meeting being 
held by Zoom.  The next one will also be a Zoom meeting. 
 
The main subject matter has been varied: 

 Evangelism through Bereavement 

 Hidden Voices – the Slaves on our High Street 

 Becoming an Eco-church 

 The Children’s Society 

 Online Church and the Future of Worship in Church 
 
The latter focussed more on ‘Online Church’ rather than ‘The Future of Worship in 
Church’.  Five speakers (clergy and laity) gave an outline of the online provision from 
their churches.  Other attendees then joined in for a lively discussion with the 
speakers and the chair.  Provision ranged from paper-based services posted through 
doors, U-Tube services, Facebook services, Zoom worship and Live-streamed 
services.  It became clear that what could be provided by each church depended on 
the quality of equipment they had (from a laptop to £8300 of hi-tech live-streaming 
equipment) and the expertise of the minister or a member of the congregation.  In 
effect everyone has been doing their own thing, albeit to the best of their abilities and 
with some amazing results (as per Gill and Peter in Whittington).  There is no 
evidence of coordination from the Diocese or national Church, nor any technical 
expertise to help those providing online services, some of whom have been 
spending an unsustainable 45 hours a week on this.  General Synod is due to 
debate this sometime between now and February 2021. 
 
Other business items across the year reported on discussions about the new 
housing developments in Lichfield, the potential impact of HS2 on parish boundaries, 
thefts from the plate in various churches, and General Synod legislation relating to 
the fixed terms of service on Deanery Synods. 
 
It has been confirmed that there will be no Deanery Synod subscriptions levied for 
2020. 
 
 
David Clarke 
 

 

Deanery Synod Annual Report 
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Property Work – 2019 and 2020 (to 30th September) 
 

 Ethel Smith memorial plaque repositioned 

 Pass Memorial Flute plaque installed 

 Step rail uprights painted blue  

 Organ serviced 

 Church clock serviced 

 Lightning conductor checked and remedial work carried out 

 Ramp handrail extended and uprights painted blue 

 Gutters and downpipes cleared 

 Paths in the churchyard widened and cleared 

 Land behind the church hall levelled, grassed and fenced 

 Church gate painted blue 
 
 

Re-ordering Project 
 

 In May 2019 the PCC agreed a set of requirements for the re-ordering of St 
Giles’ 

 Adrian Mathias of Brownhill Hayward Brown has been engaged as architect 
and has produced plans for the alterations which include: 

o Remove two pews in front of the pulpit 
o Relocate the font to the space released 
o Remove 7 pews to create a flexible space at the back of nave 
o Create a refreshment point and storage in the space released 
o Replace existing inner porch doors with an automatic glass door 
o Replace vestry and tower doors with part glazed doors 
o Improve storage area in tower and upgrade tower stairs 
o Square off the corner of the vestry with a small extension 
o Install a disabled WC in the vestry 
o Refresh the vestry with specific storage spaces 
o Upgrade the church lighting 

 The PCC was last updated on 11th March 2020 when the next step was 
identified as a site visit from the Diocesan Advisory Committee to view the 
plans and proposed works in situ 

 We were awaiting a date when lockdown occurred 
 

 

Fabric and Ornaments Report 
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Grounds:  
                  Thanks to Peter and his teams for the exceptional care of the churchyard. 
                   
                  A number of trees pruned for safety. 
 
 
Church Hall:  New felt roofing 
                         New Kitchen 
                         New external safety lighting 
                        Safeguarding implications of external doors still being considered. 
                        CV19 safety measures and policy in place. 
 

Ornaments: 

Donations of the following for the work and worship of the church have been 

thankfully received: 

 Remaining Pew Cushions 

 Set of Lectern falls 

 Wooden processional cross 

 Set of Chasubles 

 Wooden altar candle holders 

 Lavabo dish and jug 
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In the time between the last report and the beginning of 'lock-down' in March, we rang for a1l 

Sunday morning and evening services. Only four of us were regularly able to ring for morning 

services, as in the previous year, but most of the bells were usually rung for evening services with 

our full team and visitors occasionally joining us. 

 We were sorry that George 1eft our band at the end of the school year when he went to work in 

Liverpool. We presented him with an engraved tankard and hoped that he would continue to 

progress well with his ringing as he had done with us over the last four years.  

Those local ringers who were available, augmented variously by Amy, Rachel & George visiting their 

families, rang at least six bells for each of the special services over Christmas and New Year. Ringing 

was also organised for St George's Day, the Pram Service celebration and a school 'wedding lesson' 

in June and half-muffled before the annual Armistice Day service. Ringing and the bells were also 

demonstrated to the cubs one evening in November, all were given a chance to pull on a rope and 

chime a bell. 

 Bells were requested for two weddings in August and another in December and all eight were rung 

for these, mostly by our own band, but helped by two Alrewas ringers for one of the August 

ceremonies. Wednesday practices continued in most weeks with at least 'six bell' methods being 

rung and, less often, all eight bells. 

 Four groups of ringers visited Whittington during the year. Two tours came from the Daventry and 

Welshpool areas and quarter peals were attempted by bands from the narrow boat 'Intrepid' and 

the Welsh Colleges Society.  

We returned to the Dog Inn in December for our annual dinner and' enjoyed an excellent meal. A 

repeat of this event seems unlikely this year but we hope to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of 

the bel1s around harvest time next year.  

All ringing across the country was halted abruptly in March by COVID-19. With the reopening of 

churches, the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers took the lead in agreeing guidelines with the 

Church of England for a resumption of ringing. Rules for ringing to take place include sessions limited 

to 15 minutes, masks being worn, each rope only being handled by one person and, most relevant 

for us, 2 metre spacing between ringers. Many towers have started ringing again using just a few of 

their bells with correct spacing but this simply cannot be done in Whittington tower where the ropes 

are close together and the complete circle less than2 metres in diameter. The CCCBR guidance is 

reviewed every Friday and a recent proposal was to reduce the spacing requirement to 1.5 metres. 

No decision has yet been made on this, but an imminent reduction seems unlikely as cases of 

infection increase. Unfortunately, our bells must therefore remain silent for the time being.  

The guidelines also suggest that bells should be checked before ringing starts again. I have done this 

during the time that I am allowed to access the tower and confirm that nothing has fallen on the 

bells and nothing appears to be nesting among them. We look forward to restarting our ringing in 

the not too distant future.            P.W. Olding 

St Giles Church Bell Ringers’ Report for 2019 and until October 2020 
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It may be a while back (June 30th to be precise), but the memories of the Pram 

Service/Sunbeams 40th Birthday Party will remain with us for a very long time. 

People came from all corners of the country to meet up for a short “Pram Service” in 

church, during which two oak trees magically grew, The Revd John Martin joined in 

with The (rather noisy) Instruments during the last song, and many acorns were 

taken to be planted (at least two are known to have started growing already!).  

Father Jason was dressed in a special chasuble for the occasion that was decorated 

with the handprints of all the present sunbeams Children.  

 We then all progressed to the Church Hall for a fine tea with spectacular birthday 

cakes made by Clair Kirk and a ceremonial tree planting in our newly –grassed area 

beside the church hall. Hopefully the tree will be an attractive addition to the village 

which will be enjoyed by many for years to come. It was really moving to see so 

many people meeting up again, some after almost 40 years, sharing distant and more 

recent memories and catching up on their news. 

We took the opportunity on the day to launch a fund in memory of Anne Colgrave, a 

longstanding and much missed supporter of Pram Service, which is to be given to the 

Asian Hope School in Cambodia to help with the education of a little girl, Lydia 

Kumongy, whom Anne met while she was in South East Asia and whom we have 

sponsored throughout her primary education.  The fund has reached the wonderful 

sum of £816, which will be enough to support Lydia through her secondary 

education. Thank you to all who have contributed...I am sure that Anne would have 

been totally overwhelmed by such a response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunbeams 
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ST GILES’ CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL Report 
OCTOBER 2020 

 
 

Acher Crispian 

  

Acher Rowena 

(Mrs)   

Ballinger Lynne Dawn (Mrs)  

      

Barnard  Desmond John   

  

Barnard  Gillian Lesley (Mrs)   

Barr  Stephen Edward   

Barr  Megan Irene (Mrs)  

Booker  Jane Allison (Mrs)  

Boston  Doreen Mary (Mrs)  

Bowring  Susan (Mrs)   

Butler  John Henry   

Butler  Dora Anne Louise  

Christie  Alastair Donaldson  

Christie  Margaret C (Mrs)   

Clarke  David Andrew   

Clarke  Jane (Mrs)   

Cooper  John    

Cooper  Anita Louise (Mrs)  

Cope  Thomas H   

Cope  Beverley (Mrs)   

Cope  Jessica (Miss)   

Cope  Emily (Miss)   

Davis  Gillian Elizabeth (Mrs)  

Davis  Rachel (Miss)   

Dickerson Russell    

Donnan  Rebecca (Mrs)   

Donnan  Simon (Mr)   

Duncan-Brown Jeremy (Mr)   

Duncan-Brown  Kathryn Ann   

Dutton  Christine 

Dyott  Richard Barnaby K  

Dyott  Sara Jane M (Mrs)  

Elliott  Susan Mary (Mrs)  

Evans  Maurice James   

Gibson  Patricia (Miss)   

Gopsill  Susan Mary (Mrs)   

Grant  Ian David   

Grant  Melanie Clare (Mrs)  

Gray  Jennifer Mary (Mrs)  

Gray  Barbara Mary (Mrs)  

Gray  Frank Robert John  

Gray   Victoria (Mrs)                 

Gray  Eden Nicole (Miss)  

Gray  Robert Lawrence Frank  

Hill  Mark    

      

Hilyer  Robert Allen   

Hiskins  Anne  

Hollis  Peter John   

Hollis  Gillian Jane (Mrs)   

Hopkins  Rosemary   

Ingham  Peter John (Dr)   

Ingham  Lynne Berenice (Mrs)  

Ingham  William Dougal   

Jenkins  Christina Wendy   

Jones  Gomer Henry   

Jones  Elizabeth Irene (Mrs)  

Jones  Jane Elizabeth (Mrs)  

Jordan Turner Peter Andrew   

Jordan Turner Kathleen (Mrs)   

Kingslake John William  

Kingslake Barbara Jean 

Kempthorne Brian Thomas   

Kempthorne Valerie (Mrs)   

Knighton Lesley (Mrs)   

Lacey  Lynne Mary (Mrs)  

Lane  Stephen     

Lane  Emily Claire   

Lenton  Margaret L (Mrs)  

  

Meredith Joyce Mary (Mrs) 

  

Olding  Peter William   

Olson                    Brenda                                

Palmer  Pamela M (Mrs)   

Phillips  Dorian (Mrs)  

      

Reeves  Audrey (Mrs)   

Rosenberg Carol Ann (Mrs)   

Sharpe  Peter James   

Sharpe   Sheila R (Mrs)   

Smith  Norma Irene (Mrs)  

Smith  Jonathan M W   

Smith  Elizabeth M W (Mrs)  

Smith  Rosemary (Mrs)   

Smith  John     

Tennant  Adrian Robert   

Tennant  Emma J (Mrs)   

Wallis  Janet Anne (Mrs)   

Warden  Richard G   

Warden  Jane E (Mrs)   

Warden  Christopher Thomas  

Warden  Kirsty Aston   

Whiting  Norman R    

Whiting  Norma (Mrs)   

Williams John William   

Williams Sally Glenys (Mrs)  

Woodward Terence    

Woodward JoAnne (Mrs 
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The Trustees’ Annual  Report 
 is attached as a separate Document  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


