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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 
He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church” 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST GILES’ CHURCH, WHITTINGTON, 
ON 11th MARCH 2020 

IN THE CHURCH HALL MEETING ROOM AT 7.30pm 
 
 

1. PRAYER 
Fr Jason opened the meeting with a brief time of prayer. 
1.2 Declaration of Interest: no conflicts were declared. 
 
2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES 
Present: Revd. Dr Jason Phillips, David Clarke, Lesley Knighton, 
Brenda Olson, Richard Dyott, Sara Dyott, Gillian Davis, Jonathan Smith, Brian 
Kempthorne and Jane Jones. 
Apologies: Jane Booker and Russell Dickerson. 
 
3. MINUTES OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 15th JANUARY 2020  
The minutes of this meeting were unanimously agreed, as proposed by David Clarke  
and seconded by Brian Kempthorne. 
 
4. MATTERS ARISING – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 
* The chancel carpet underlay has now been trimmed and the trip hazard has 
hopefully been resolved. Thanks to David and Peter Hollis for effecting repairs. 
* Peter Olding will prune the lime tree in the spring. 
* Jane Booker has investigated the cost of a one-off print run of the Church magazine 
at Christmas and compared the cost against the purchase of Christmas cards and an 
inserted glossy flyer. Using a basis of 1400 copies (to include Weeford), the 
additional cost would be approximately £130. After discussion, the PCC agreed this 
alternative should be pursued. 
(Action – Jane Booker to progress for December 2020) 
(Action – Jonathan Smith will investigate a suitable distribution list – the 
distribution list used in recent years is filed in the Parish Office) 
Thanks were expressed to both. 
* Jane Booker has also contacted the Lichfield Festival organisers who will bear St 
Giles’ Church in mind for the 2021 event – all venues for 2020 having already been 
organised. 
(Action – Jane Booker to progress for 2021) 
Many thanks again to Jane 
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5. CHILDREN’S SOCIETY AND DEANERY SYNOD REPORT 
The Deanery Synod highlighted the tremendous work undertaken by The Children’s 
Society including their work preventing and addressing difficulties encountered by 
families. All were encouraged to look at their website. 
Thanks to Gillian who coordinates donations to the Society, and to all who contribute. 
 
6. SAFEGUARDING 
*Lynne Ingham has arranged collective training for those preferring to complete 
modules C0 and C1 face-to-face. This will take place at her home, Whittington Hall, 
at 1.30pm on Wednesday 6th May. Those planning to attend were asked to contact 
Lynne beforehand. 
(Action – All concerned to undertake Safeguarding training and advise Lynne 
beforehand if attending and Fr. Jason on completion) 
 *The Archbishop of Canterbury has announced the suspension of the chalice at the 
Eucharist until further notice because of the coronavirus situation. There will be no 
handshake as part of the Peace and hand disinfecting at entry and leaving the church 
is advised. 
* Lynne Mills will arrange for notices to be affixed for those using the church and hall 
and Sara Dyott has purchased several packs of antiseptic wipes. 
Thanks to both for their care and action. 
* Jonathan Smith drew attention to the funeral of Tina Farnsworth at Sutton Coldfield 
Crematorium at 3.15pm on March 18th. All were encouraged to share this information 
and offer support to the family if possible. 
 
 7. MISSIONAL REORDERING OF THE CHURCH 
David presented the plans which have been submitted to the DAC for consideration. 
A copy of the plans is on file and their decision is awaited.  
David and Fr. Jason clarified various aspects including the re-siting of the font which 
it is proposed to move to its own space at the opposite side of church to avoid 
congestion during baptism services. 
The likely cost – including fees and contingencies, is approximately £120, 000. 
Various views were expressed including a written submission from Jane Booker that 
stated her approval for reordering but suggested that investments should not be 
touched during the current economic uncertainty.  
Richard Dyott shared her concern, highlighting the deficit in the current account and 
the likely worsening of this position over future years. He feels we should address the 
projected in-year deficits before any restructuring takes place, whereas Fr Jason feels 
it irresponsible not to carry out the work. He added that there would still be circa 
£80,000 worth of shares even if the total estimated cost for re-ordering project was 
withdrawn. 
Jonathan Smith commented that people are more important than money and a 
welcoming environment, fit for purpose, is essential for the church and community. 
It was noted that fund raising would take considerable time to organise and that grants 
must be applied for, before any work is started. 
 
It was proposed by David Clarke and seconded by Jonathan Smith that Harris Allday 
be contacted and advised that we intend to undertake restructuring and will be using 
investments to pay for the work. They will be asked to consider the optimum time to 
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convert sufficient investments into cash. This was passed by a majority vote – 6 in 
favour, 1 against with 2 abstentions. 
(Action – David to progress as appropriate, including asking the architect to 
arrange for grants to be sought immediately and Richard to advise Harris 
Allday regarding the investments) 
Many thanks were expressed to the PFMC and David in particular for the 
considerable work thus far in this connection. 
 
8. CHURCH HALL 
* Fr Jason advised that revenue from the church hall must be shown as ‘designated’ in 
the accounts as has been restructured/corrected in the 2019 accounts at the LDBF.  
Sums raised specifically for use by/in the hall must be shown separately as ‘restricted’ 
and used against the specific project if that was made clear at the time of fundraising 
or donation.  Restricted funds for the general use of the Church Hall must be used 
before designated funds.  
* Currently the church hall account has a balance of circa £25,000.  As the hall 
operates on behalf of the PCC, Fr Jason stated any balance in excess of £12,000 
should be available for use in church projects unless the church hall committee details 
its intended use and intended start date and the PCC agree this. All projects must be 
approved by the PCC when exceeding £500.  Possible hall projects if approved by the 
PCC may include repairs to the leaking roof above the kitchen – quoted at £4,500, and 
possibly future repairs to the roof above the small meeting room. 
Richard advised that many years ago two options were explored: either the church and 
hall accounts should be separate, or they should be inter-dependent. At that time it 
was agreed that both accounts should be accounted for separately within the general 
accounts.  He asked whether the current intention is to change that. Fr Jason stated 
there was no need to change this at this time as it generally works well. 
* Fr Jason also advised that from January 2020, insurance for the church and the 
church hall were on one policy and that the treasurer should move over the full year 
church hall element in advance every January from the church hall ledger to the 
church ledger commencing January 2020.   
* Changes to safeguarding procedures require updated considerations in the church 
hall and due diligence is vital.  Fr Jason and the wardens will be meeting again with 
the Church Hall committee to discuss progress towards the proposals made to them in 
February.  Fr Jason reminded the PCC that their safeguarding responsibility cannot be 
delegated and that safeguarding in the Church Hall is a PCC responsibility that the 
PCC must ensure. 
* Sara mentioned that she has recently applied for two grants from the Parish Council 
– one for the church and another for the Church hall. 
* Lesley Knighton expressed the thanks of the PCC for all that Sara does to manage 
the Church hall so well. 
  
9. BALANCING THE BOTTOM LINE 
Fr Jason mentioned several possible initiatives to help reduce costs. 
* Maintenance of the churchyard. 
He has contacted the Civic Parish Council which has replied stating it cannot help 
financially – a copy of the reply is on file. The secretary suggested the Scouts and/or 
WFEG might be able to help. Fr Jason will arrange for an item regarding maintenance 
costs to be inserted in Connect. 
(Action – Fr Jason to progress the insertion) 
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* The skip. 
Currently, emptying the skip costs £246 each time, resulting in an annual outlay of at 
least £450-£500. It is believed that the church owns the skip rather than renting it. 
However, should this facility be provided? Should users be requested to take their 
discarded items home instead? Should the gravedigger be asked to pile soil elsewhere 
in the churchyard? Various members will investigate what happens in other local 
churchyards. 
(Action – PCC to progress) 
* Charitable donations. 
Following the meeting convened to consider ideas to balance the bottom line, Fr Jason 
asked that the meeting to consider the idea arising of whether the church charitable 
donations, calculated at 10% of regular giving income, should also continue to include 
the corresponding gift aid return. Discussion ensued. 
On a proposal by David Clarke, seconded by Brian Kempthorne it was unanimously 
agreed that gift aid should be excluded. This to be reviewed in two years. 
Gillian Davis mentioned it was not immediately evident to all as to where money had 
been donated. Jane Jones reminded that letters of thanks are recorded in PCC minutes 
and kept on file (and therefore on website), but it would be helpful for those visiting 
the church to be alerted to the support given – either via a display, a book, or entries 
in the magazine. This will be considered further by Fr Jason. 
* Running the Church Hall 
Fr Jason stated that the church owns the hall and that its only purpose was to enable 
the work of the church, be it in events, supporting the community or raising revenue 
for the church and suggested the Church Hall should contribute £500 per annum to the 
church. This could be paid out of existing funds or raised by increasing rental charges. 
(Action – Sara will check what other churches do about letting charges) 
It was proposed by David Clarke, seconded by Jonathan Smith, that the church hall 
should pay £500 to the church annually. This was passed on a majority vote – 4 in 
favour, 1 against with 4 abstentions. 
(Action – Fr Jason to write to Alastair Christie to inform him accordingly) 
* The card reader 
This was running at a loss and has been returned. 
*Income from investments 
On a proposal by David Clarke, seconded by Richard Dyott, it was unanimously 
agreed that interest from investments should no longer be automatically reinvested but 
would be paid into the bank account. 
(Action – Richard to advise Harris Allday accordingly) 
 
10. FINANCE 
Richard advised that so far this year the church has a deficit of £4,500. 
He had previously prepared and circulated the financial forecast – a copy of which is 
on file. Basing predictions on averages and actual costs, he could not see income 
increasing and with expenditure also rising Richard advised the PCC to prepare for 
deficits of £9,000 for 2020 and £10,000 for 2021etc. It should also be borne in mind 
that if assets are reduced, income from them will also decrease. 
 
Richard went on to present the accounts. 
According to St Mary’s House, interest from joint accounts should be divided – thus 
increasing the deficit by £40. Also a global figure of the total sum donated by the 
trustees to the organisation through their giving has to be recorded. 
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Richard expressed disquiet over the final sentence of the penultimate paragraph on 
page 7 of the Trustees’ Annual report.  He will redraft a suggested wording and 
forward this to Fr Jason for consideration. Fr Jason will issue a revised version to be 
emailed to the PCC who need to ratify the document in advance of the APCM.  
(Action – Richard Dyott and Fr Jason to progress) 
The feedback from the Independent Examiner was noted. 
Richard was thanked for his considerable work in respect of the accounts and 
forecasts and his ongoing dedication as Treasurer. 
 
11 PROPOSED FIXED TERM APPOINTMENTS TO DEANERY SYNOD.  
David reported that the General Synod has agreed that DS members are restricted to 
two consecutive terms of three years. It is noted that only 80% of DS places are filled 
and 35% of members have been in post for a considerable time. This will drastically 
reduce representation numbers.  The House of Laity is proposing that this legislation 
is repealed. 
On a proposal by David Clarke, seconded by Richard Dyott, it was unanimously 
agreed that there should be no restriction on the number of terms of office.  
 
12 FUNDRAISING 
Lesley presented an update on fundraising initiatives, highlighting in particular: 
 
25.4.20 Whist drive 
 
13.6.20 Strawberry Fayre 
 
1.10.20 Hanson’s Valuers will visit and stage an event – church and 

hall booked 
 
3-5.12.20  Tree Festival and concert 
 
All the above are subject to change in view of the coronavirus epidemic. 
Many thanks were expressed to Lesley and the team.   
 
13 A.O.B.  
*Martin Bennett is stepping down from the Civic Parish Council. Fr Jason will write 
and thank him for his dedication to Whittington over the years. 
(Action – Fr Jason to write) 
* Fr Jason mentioned the Angel Tree initiative which aims to provide Christmas 
presents for children of prisoners in Swinfen YOI. Biddy Brough has offered to help, 
and other volunteers are sought. 
* Congratulations to Lynne Mills on her award of the St Chad’s medal, which is 
given to lay people who have made a particularly valuable contribution to Christian 
life in the Diocese of Lichfield. Lesley will present Lynne with flowers and a card on 
our behalf. 
(Action – Lesley to obtain/present) 
 
 
 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
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The Annual Parish Church Meeting is after Evensong on Sunday 26th April 2020 
in the Church Hall followed by PCC short meeting for appointments.  
The next PCC meeting is on Wednesday 17th June at 7.30pm 
 
15. CONCLUSION 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10 pm with a blessing from the 
parish priest. 


