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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington and Weeford with Hints 

 

St Giles’,  Whittington 

 

 

 

 

Church re-opening and 

services in a CV19 Time 

 July –October 2020 
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Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I will say rejoice 

Philippians 4:4 
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We are one of three inclusive Anglican churches 

where you are always welcome. 

May God’s blessing be upon you. 

 

We believe in an inclusive Church - church which does not 

discriminate, on any level, on grounds of economic power, 

gender, mental health, physical ability, age, race or 

sexuality. We believe in an hospitable Church which 

welcomes and serves all people in the name of Jesus Christ; 

which is inherently Eucharistic and sacramental, 

scripturally faithful but open to new insights; which seeks 

to proclaim and apply the Gospel afresh for each 

generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

allows all people to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the unconditional love of Jesus Christ. 
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Church times and Services July –Oct 

The church will be open for private, 

individual prayer from Sunday 12th July 

and on Sundays only thereafter. 

11:15- 16:00 

2 people permitted at any one time. 

 

Sunday Services 

Our church will open for Sunday Eucharist services 

from Sunday 26th July 2020. Services will 

commence at 9.30 a.m. There will be just one  

service on a Sunday. The service will be a Eucharist 

service. It will alternate form of BCP (2nd and 4th 

Sundays) and Common worship ( 1st,3rd and 5th 

Sundays).  The 26th July 2020 will be Common 

worship and include the blessing of the paschal 

candle. Non-Eucharist provision is available in 

many of our online services.  



5 
 

Due to the coronavirus 19 pandemic 

there are a number of changes and 

safeguards in place. Church will feel 

less friendly and quite different until 

regulation enables us to change.  Our 

online Sunday service provision will 

continue for the next three months 

and probably beyond 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0KnuUe7DF8KzQ1tYYZN_nQ 

 

You can also make use of morning and 

evening prayer provision at our  youtube 

playlist . 

Our companion church at Weeford is also 

open for Eucharist services commencing 

Sunday 26th July 2020 at 11.30 a.m.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0KnuUe7DF8KzQ1tYYZN_nQ
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To consider.  

For over 70’s and those with an underlying health issue (or 

have a household member in this category), meeting in 

groups remains a heightened cv19 risk. You are strongly 

urged to consider whether returning to church at this time 

is the right thing for you, or whether online/ TV/phone 

provision is a more appropriate choice for the time being 

and to return sometime in the future.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 

https://www.docjon.org/post/its-not-only-about-social-

distancing-the-importance-of-aerosol-spread-of-covid-

19?fbclid=IwAR3QbGJNmRXgRvKyljp6le-

2XCf5C_YAwQpnjb6C78c2VDCn5ynodcHktMA  
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On arrival at Saint Giles’ ’s Church 

 

 Please keep doorways free and porch area as free 

as possible. 

 Sanitise hands and do not wear gloves. 

 You are strongly encouraged to wear your CV19 

facemask for the safety of others. 

 If you need to cough, please cough into a tissue and 

towards the base of your arm.  

 Please take a pew as quickly as possible and to save 

greeting and conversation to outside the building.  

Pews available are marked with blue coloured 

circles and are usable by each household group. 

 

(We have capacity for 11 household groups-be that 

1 person or 5 to a pew, plus 3 additional people). In 

the first instance we will try to see if we can 

manage without a prior booking in system. If 

seating becomes an issue, we may need to move to 

a booking system but I envisage we will fit in ok.  

 

 The national church guidelines does not permit any 

hymn books or service sheets. 

 A record of your attendance will be kept for 28 days 

for NHS tracing scheme.  
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The Service 

 

 This will be led by the priest entirely and will be a 

Eucharist service. 

 There will be no singing, but if the organist is 

present there may be periods of music. 

 No collection of monies will be taken. Please can 

you set up a bank mandate (treasurer or giftaid 

officer will have details) or post cheques to the 

treasurer making clear its purpose and who from. 

 During communion only bread will be distributed. 

This will be done one at a time from the step. 

Please do not come forwards until the person 

before has returned to their seat.  You are 

requested to remove face mask and sanitise hands 

before coming forward to receive. 

 If you receive the communion bread, stretch arm 

fully out towards the priest who will drop the 

consecrated bread onto your palm.  No words will 

be said. There will be no direct receiving to the 

tongue.  
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The End of the Service 

 

 There will be no refreshments. 

 Apart from the priest and welcome officer please 

leave as soon as the service has ended. 

 Save any socially distanced conversations until 

away from the building and not blocking any 

pathways, steps or exits.  

       

Lavatory Access 

Unless it is a real emergency, you are requested not to 

make use of the Lavatory. If necessary, please disinfect-

wipe handle and seat and dispose of tissue in the bin.  

 

Parish magazine. Notices and spiritual 

support. 

As always these items can be found at our WWH parishes 

website . 

http://ourvillagechurch.org.uk/ 

http://ourvillagechurch.org.uk/
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Preparation for the Eucharist 
 

 Only the priest will set up the altar and clean the 

vessels following. The priest will update the vestry 

record of services 

 

Other Activity 

 
 The treasurer to report to priest and PCC donations 

for the month past to be added to service book. 

 The church must remain unopened until 

Wednesday in a given week. 

 The building must only be accessed by all other 

people with the permission of the priest or warden. 

No groups are able to meet in the church building. 

 Only one person is permitted in the vestry at any 

given time and should be the priest in most 

circumstances. 

 The bell captain and organist only may access bells 

and organ on Wednesday and Thursdays keeping to 

CV19 guidelines and lone working arrangements.  

Handles must be wiped on exit. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiY68j-kazdAhWNbMAKHeXoA2oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://olsc.org.uk/&psig=AOvVaw21sXb_QJ9QOl8hgnMluZDb&ust=1536521275125092


11 
 

 

Cleaning 

Only Holy dusters under 70 years of age can assist during 

this period. It is hoped the Holy Dusters can exercise their 

splendid work for the church again in the New Year.  

Cleaning can happen on Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays 

only. Please liaise with Fr Jason. 

 Hand gel to be utilised on entry. 

 Social distancing maintained. 

 Gloves worn whilst cleaning. 

 It is advised to smear Vaseline at entrance 

to nostrils.  

 Face masks are strongly encouraged. 

 All cleaning cloths and waste materials to be 

disposed of safely beyond the building. 
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Can you help? 

 Are you under 70 years of age and in good 

health and do not have vulnerable people at 

Home? If you are Father Jason will be 

pleased to hear from you. 

 

We need help with: 

 Welcoming on a Sunday morning and 

supporting people in navigating CV19 

regulations. 

 Cleaning the Church. 

  Welcomer and general support of Fr 

Jason during Church funerals.  
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Legacies and specific donations. 

Due to coronavirus and an inability to raise funds our 

church has a number of debts that need to be paid.  It 

costs circa £1250/ week to maintain St Giles’ Church. 

If you can assist with a donation, please do contact Fr 

Jason. 

If you wish to establish a legacy in your will or to make a 

living donation for a specific person, please contact Fr 

Jason to discuss the best use of your generous gift. 
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Bishop Rowan Williams on Eucharist  

When reading the Gospels you sometimes get the 

impression that if anywhere in ancient Galilee you heard a 

loud noise and a lot of laughter and talking and singing, 

you could be reasonably sure that Jesus of Nazareth was 

around somewhere nearby. Jesus created fellowship 

wherever he was. And it is one of the things in the Gospels 

that s remembered as most distinctive about him, because 

even then some of his friends were embarrassed by it. The 

indiscriminate generosity and the willingness to mix with 

unsuitable people were already, in the first Christian 

generation, just difficult enough for the Gospel writers to 

scratch their heads and cough just a little bit about it. 

There are many stories about Jesus and hospitality in the 

Gospels, but there is one in particular that tell us 

something very crucial about the Eucharist. It is the story in 

Luke 19 of Jesus’ arrival in Jericho and his meeting with 

Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus the tax collector is worried that he 

will be unable to see over the heads in the crowd, so he 

climbs a tree, hoping that nobody will notice. Jesus stops 

underneath the tree and looks up. You can imagine several 

thousand pairs of eyes looking up at the same moment 

towards a scarlet-faced tax collector perched on a branch – 

and the collective intake of breath when Jesus says to him, 

‘Aren’t you going to ask me to your home?’ 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiY68j-kazdAhWNbMAKHeXoA2oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://olsc.org.uk/&psig=AOvVaw21sXb_QJ9QOl8hgnMluZDb&ust=1536521275125092
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In other words Jesus is not only someone who exercises 

hospitality; he draws out hospitality from others. By his 

welcome he makes other people capable of welcoming. 

And that wonderful alternation in the Gospels between 

Jesus giving hospitality and receiving hospitality shows us 

something absolutely essential about the Eucharist. We are 

the guests of Jesus. We are there because he asks us, and 

because he wants our company. At the same time we are 

set free to invite Jesus into our lives and literally to receive 

him into our bodies in the Eucharist. His welcome gives us 

the courage to open up to him. 

This giving and receiving of welcome is central to the way 

in which Jesus’ ministry is portrayed in the Gospels. But it 

is not just an agreeable personal habit that Jesus has, and 

it is not a decorative addition to the main business of his 

ministry, a sort of pleasant extra. It is the actual, visible 

way in which he engages in remaking a community. Who 

are the real people of God now? The ones who accept 

Jesus’ invitation. Not the ones who fulfill all the cultic 

demands, not the ones who score highly on the scale of 

piety, but the ones who are willing to hear him say, ‘Aren’t 

you going to ask me home?’ It is as simple as that. The 

meals that Jesus shares in his ministry are the way in which 

he begins to re-create a community, to lay the foundations 

for rethinking what the words ‘the people of God’ mean. 

Now, one of the great themes of the resurrection stories in 

the Gospels is that this starts all over again on the far side 
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of Jesus’ death on the cross. When, in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus 

comes through the locked doors to the disciples, the first 

thing he says after telling them not to be afraid is, ‘Aren’t 

you going to give me something to eat?’ The disciples, like 

Zacchaeus, are so stunned by the presence of the Saviour 

that for a moment they forget the ordinary courtesies and 

have to be reminded. 

‘Aren’t you going to give me something to eat?’ It is the 

same tone of voice as that used with the tax collector, the 

same miraculous welcome. The resurrected Jesus is doing 

what he always did. And that is why it is very significant 

that in the Acts of the Apostles, when the risen Christ is 

proclaimed, the apostles identify themselves as the 

witnesses who ‘ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead’ (Acts 10.41). 

Holy Communion makes no sense at all if you do not 

believe in the resurrection. Without the resurrection, the 

Eucharist becomes simply a memorial meal, recalling a 

rather sad and overpowering occasion in the upper room. 

The starting point must be where the apostles themselves 

began, eating and drinking with him after he was raised 

from the dead, experiencing once again his call into a new 

level of life together, a new fellowship and solidarity, and a 

new willingness and capacity to be welcomers themselves. 

Celebrating the Eucharist not only reminds us that we are 

invited to be guests; it also reminds us that we are given 

the freedom to invite others to be guests as well. We have 
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experienced the hospitality of God in Christ; our lives are 

therefore set free to be hospitable. As sharers in the 

Eucharist, we become involved in Jesus’ own continuing 

work of bridging the gulfs between people, drawing them 

into shared life, in the light and the strength of his great 

central task of bridging the gulf between God and 

humanity created by our selfish, forgetful and fearful 

habits. 
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For the joy of the Lord is 

your strength 

Nehemiah 8:10 
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