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Where is God in this Holy Week of coronavirus; in 

this Easter Day like no other? How do we live the 

miracle of love that is Easter? How do we 

understand, that where there is love, there is 

God, and where God is, there is love?  

My Holy Week began with a beautiful reflection 

by the gifted Bishop of Ramsbury. He commented 

on an account where Jesus beheld (held 

completely as one is) … beheld a young guy 

journeying in life and faith and loved him.  Each of 

us is that young guy, completely beheld in the 

love of Christ. 

The struggle in the traumas of life and the storms 

within our spirits, is to know ourselves beheld and 

loved unconditionally by Christ. 

On Good Friday, the Bishop of Rome, Pope 

Francis, lay prostrate before the cross and altar as 

priests ordinarily do on this day. It’s a moving 

picture. For me as a priest it is profound. The 

symbolic action is of being in complete 

submission to the love of God in Christ. Not my 

will but yours be done.  God’s will, that we love 

God, love our neighbours, love ourselves.  

The Miracle of Love 

How many sorrows 
Do you try to hide 
In a world of illusion 
That's covering your mind? 
I'll show you something good 
Oh I'll show you something good. 
When you open your mind 
You'll discover the sign 
That there's something 
You're longing to find 

The miracle of love 
Will take away your pain 
When the miracle of love 
Comes your way again. 

Cruel is the night 
That covers up your fears. 
Tender is the one 
That wipes away your tears. 
There must be a bitter breeze 
To make you sting so viciously 
They say the greatest coward 
Can hurt the most ferociously. 
But I'll show you something good. 
Oh I'll show you something good. 
If you open your heart 
You can make a start 
When your crumbling world falls 
apart. 

The miracle of love 
Will take away your pain 
When the miracle of love 
Comes your way again. 

 

© Annie Lennox and The Eurhythmics  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOGD1WkJJok  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yOGD1WkJJok
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.secondpresabq.org/sermons/the-easter-present&psig=AOvVaw0mu2HS87mP-7Bk1HMwSEmQ&ust=1586693255392000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjAmpar4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

2 
 

Good Friday reminds us of the overwhelming love of 

Christ swamping all creation…no greater love than to die 

for one’s friends- and you and I are his friends. The 

Roman way to crucify was not as representations 

generally depict and certainly not on a hill far away and 

removed from the populace. But rather at the sides of 

roads that marked the ins and outs of busy city life. The 

execution was on posts that meant the convict was at eye 

level to those about them. Not high in the air removed 

from the people, but at their level. The gaze of Christ as 

he agonised was at eye level.  Beholding us eye to eye, he 

loves us.  A miracle of love. 

 

Of all Easters, this Easter reminds us that God 

is not distant but with us, eye to eye, in love 

for us.  The themes of this Holy Week resonate 

fully with our lived experience of coronavirus 

days. As I write, the lovely Annie Lennox and 

the Eurhythmics sing into my soul the 

reminder of the miracle of love. The miracle of 

love is the heart of the Christian Tradition.  

 

So where is God, that Saint Augustine tells us is nearer than own breath, in 

these coronavirus days? On Palm Sunday, as we recalled crowds with palms 

filling the streets with hopes and aspirations for release from that which binds 

them, we recalled not only the queues outside our own local shops, but queues 

of millions of people who, throughout the world, are looking for medicines in 

pharmacies and for care in hospitals. In these desperate scenes, we are 

reminded that we will recognise Jesus in the one who is hungry, thirsty, sick, 

helpless or oppressed. 

 

As we remembered Jesus washing his disciples’ feet on Maundy Thursday, we 

remembered that Jesus is also present among the nurses and doctors, 

paramedics and hospital support staff, firefighters and police, who risk their 

lives to save patients infected by the virus. We remembered frightened carers 

tending the sick at home.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.kobo.com/gb/en/ebook/for-god-so-loved-you-ebook-1&psig=AOvVaw3R3fE4tK4B7zydH7xHbEb_&ust=1586690551325000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjT1I-h4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.freeart.com/art/prints/christian/all/&psig=AOvVaw3R3fE4tK4B7zydH7xHbEb_&ust=1586690551325000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjT1I-h4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL
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On this night, Jesus was abandoned by his disciples, we remember all who faced 

the suffering of feeling abandoned even by God –the billions of people isolated 

in their homes and unable to meet and embrace their loved ones. For the 

homeless and poor feeling abandoned. 

In the garden of tears, we remember the fearful and 

those facing death, the weary and the confused.  We 

remember that which would do us harm.  

On Good Friday, in the agony and death of Christ and 

in the depths of despair of Jesus’ family and friends 

(most separated from him), we remember those too 

who have died from coronavirus and their grieving 

families. We see Christ in those committed medics 

who have died contracting coronavirus in giving of 

themselves in service of others. 

Then Easter Day… We remember the resurrected Jesus, in those that do small 

acts of kindness for their neighbour during coronavirus days, in the vast work of 

the Lichfield foodbank, in those that prioritise distant socialising for the needy 

and lonely. We see Jesus is resurrected in the farmers who grows what comes 

to our tables, in the trucker who transports medicines and food, in the retailer 

who works to supply all of us essential goods. Christ is resurrected in our health 

care workers. Christ is resurrected in all who bring hope and encouragement. 

Jesus is resurrected wherever the miracle of love occurs. How often we see 

Christ in Whittington, Weeford and Hints. 

 

For me as a priest, faith is always a struggle 

too, especially considering the 

consequences of a pandemic. As well as my 

own garden of tears to navigate, I am called 

to walk the ongoing Holy Weeks of people’s 

lives as they wrestle with their fears, and 

questions, griefs and hopes. It is difficult at 

times to see God alongside. A challenge to 

appreciate the love of God when a 

colleague’s 26-year old son dies of 

coronavirus or a friend seriously ill from it 

on the other side of the world.                            

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.partenia.org/english/archives_eng/archives_2010/b_1005eng.htm&psig=AOvVaw0mu2HS87mP-7Bk1HMwSEmQ&ust=1586693255392000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjAmpar4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAy
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://fineartamerica.com/featured/easter-resurrection-danielle-rosaria.html&psig=AOvVaw0mu2HS87mP-7Bk1HMwSEmQ&ust=1586693255392000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjAmpar4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA3
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But whatever the scale of the trauma, and whilst I wrestle in identifying God’s 

love as many people do, in retrospect, I can always discern the holy ground of 

the miracle of love-which is God.  It is a privilege to walk the Holy Weeks of 

people’s lives with the residents of these parishes of Whittington, Weeford and 

Hints. 

Every time we serve those who suffer, it is God himself whom we serve, even if 

we have no faith. This is central to Christianity. We know too that nothing, not 

coronavirus, not even the gates of hell, can ever separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus. This is the essence of Easter- that great miracle of Love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.hoopoequotes.com/occasions/easter-greetings/item/35207-the-spirit-of-easter-is-all-about-hope-love-and-joyful-living-i-wish-you-a-very-happy-easter&psig=AOvVaw3L-2EZp1QvsImhd_5Nf1qU&ust=1586692888592000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCND4rOSp4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiI88fu-5LSAhUqKsAKHfPODNAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fumcsh.org/761369&psig=AFQjCNGLlYRlah0ap7s_wVIQUVbSa6RY3w&ust=1487277832337763
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Where there is love there is God 
 
In the selfless work of all NHS staff, including managers,  
The miracle of love, 
For those who work in public health and waste collection, 
The miracle of love,  
In the staff at our local shops, 
The miracle of love, 
For food and medicine producers and lorry drivers, 
The miracle of love 
In those self-isolating at home and staying indoors, 
The miracle of love 
In the good neighbours’ scheme and individual acts of care, 
The miracle of love, 
In those that supply and enable the food bank, 
The miracle of love, 
In those that distant socialise as a priority for the lonely, 
The miracle of love, 
In schools that continue education at home or at school, 
The miracle of love, 
In parents, 
The miracle of love, 
In those watching over loved ones 
The miracle of love, 
In resolve and patience and creativity in tense or crowded homes, 
The miracle of love, 
In church and civic decision discerning what is best, 
The miracle of love, 
In the care and prayer of churches, 
The miracle of love, 
In our PCSO, police and all emergency services,  
The miracle of love, 
In scientists and pharmacists, 
The miracle of love, 
In the encourager and the bringer of hope, 
The miracle of love, 
In Christ amongst us,  
The miracle of love.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://dioscg.org/heart-of-christ-give-us-your-heart/&psig=AOvVaw0mu2HS87mP-7Bk1HMwSEmQ&ust=1586693255392000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjAmpar4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.secondpresabq.org/sermons/the-easter-present&psig=AOvVaw0mu2HS87mP-7Bk1HMwSEmQ&ust=1586693255392000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjAmpar4OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

