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Love God, Love Each Other, Love Our Communities                 Come Follow Christ in the Footsteps of Saint Chad. 

 

The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church” 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST GILES’ CHURCH, WHITTINGTON, 

ON 15th JANUARY 2020 

IN THE CHURCH HALL MEETING ROOM AT 7.30pm 

 

 

1. PRAYER 

Fr Jason opened the meeting with a brief time of prayer including reflection about 

refugees. 

1.2 Declaration of Interest: no conflicts were declared. 

 

2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES 

Present: Revd. Dr Jason Phillips, David Clarke, Pamela Palmer, Jane Booker,   

Brenda Olson, Richard Dyott, Sara Dyott, Gillian Davis, Russell Dickerson,   

Jonathan Smith, Brian Kempthorne and Jane Jones. 

Apologies: Lesley Knighton 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 20th NOVEMBER 2019  

The minutes of this meeting were unanimously agreed, as proposed by Pamela Palmer 

and seconded by Brenda Olson.  

 

4. MATTERS ARISING – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 

It was felt that the Christmas tower lighting is adequate and no further action is 

warranted at this stage. Many thanks were expressed to Peter Olding for his vigilance 

and for erecting the lights over the Christmas period. 

 

5. SAFEGUARDING 

*Lynne Ingham is still trying to arrange collective training for those preferring to 

complete modules C0 and C1 collectively face-to-face. 

 *Fr. Jason reminded all members that modern day slavery is a national and 

international issue and very likely a local issue and so members were urged to be 

aware. 

 (Action – All concerned to undertake Safeguarding training and advise Fr. 

Jason on completion) 

(Action – Lynne Ingham to arrange collective session) 
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It was remarked that the carpet near the edge of the chancel step might need some 

adjustment for health and safety reasons.  

On a proposal by Russell Dickerson, seconded by Brenda Olson, it was agreed on a 

majority vote (with one member against) that David should investigate further and 

discuss with Jane at Tatlow’s carpets if David felt appropriate. 

 

6. MISSIONAL REORDERING OF THE CHURCH 

Plans have been drawn up and the Architect will present these to the PFMC on 29th 

January. The PFMC will report back to the PCC. Many thanks were expressed to 

David in particular for his considerable work thus far in this connection. 

 

7. PFMC- BUILDING MATTERS 

* Fencing the land behind the church hall has been completed. 

* Approval has been given for pruning the lime tree which is overhanging the path. 

This work will be carried out in due course. 

* Several people have commented on the excellent job of widening and clearing the 

path in the churchyard. Once again thanks were recorded to Mark and the Horton 

family for the careful discharge of the commission. 

 

8. UPDATE FROM FUNDRAISING GROUP 

* Thanks were expressed to Lesley, Jane Booker and the group for their tremendous 

work thus far.  

* The “Frosty” event went extremely well with about 30 families participating and 

approximately £300 raised.  It was a good example of the church contributing to the 

local community as well as fundraising. 

* The chocolate tombola was also well supported. 

* All were reminded about the upcoming Quiz night and the whist drive which is on 

April 25th. 

  

9. COMPASSION 

 

* Christmas Cards 

Rosemary Smith has written suggesting that in December all homes in the parish 

should receive a free copy of the magazine –with a suitable insertion –rather than a 

Christmas card. This idea has been considered various times by the PCC in preceding 

years. After discussion, Jane Booker offered to investigate the cost for this and to 

report back to the PCC. This would involve a print run of about 1430. 

(Action – Jane and Ken Booker to investigate further) 

 

* Home Communion Team 

A team has been commissioned and Fr. Jason would like to be informed if anyone 

wishes to receive the sacrament at home and asked members to actively approach 

people for whom this may be of value. 

 

10. ST BARTHOLOMEW’S HINTS 

Hints PCC has received further donations and support via fundraising and they are 

currently planning to pay all bills including the Parish Share until Easter. The future 

still remains uncertain. They are having a Beetle Drive on 1st February. 
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11. CULTURE 

* Jane Booker has yet to contact Lichfield Arts. She will do this asap. 

(Action – Jane Booker to action) 

* A recent newspaper article recommended that parishes adopt a similar approach to 

Cathedrals where successful cultural events are augmenting congregations – albeit at 

the possible expense of parish churches! 

* Russell’s offer of organ recitals before the Lent lunches was welcomed. 

* Russell also mentioned that the Candlemas service will include a choral rendition of 

the Nunc Dimittis from Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy and the intercessions will be 

interspersed with Taize chants. All thanked Russell for these initiatives. 

 

12. COMMERCE 

Fr. Jason mentioned that the Church representation measures are being revised. Future 

APCMs can be held until the end of May each year. He also mentioned that elections 

to the Deanery Synod are due this year, with appointments for 3 years. Volunteers are 

sought. 

 

13. FINANCE 

Richard presented initial accounts for both the church and church hall for the year 

ending 2019. (Copies are on file) The church account shows a current deficit of £5500 

which is likely to rise to £8700 when accounts are finalised. It was noted that building 

work including re-reordering comprised about £10,000 of this expenditure. 

Richard highlighted several aspects including the fact that collections were less than 

the previous year but tax received was higher. Donations have increased – including 

contributions from Flicks in the Sticks, Coffee Stop and Whist – but personal 

donations have often been for specific items. The Parish Share for the coming year 

has increased to £40558 with a projection of £47000 by 2023! 

The insurance for both the church and hall has been combined with effect from 

January 2020. 

The church hall refurbishment costs include the new chairs and work to the rear of the 

building, which can be paid for from hall savings. 

 

Richard will prepare a forecast for discussion by the Incumbent and the Wardens. 

They will then suggest an appropriate approach for consideration at the PCC meeting 

in March. 

(Action – Richard, Wardens and Fr Jason to consider) 

 

Sara suggested a small group could consider ways to achieve savings. This may be 

considered following the finance discussion at the next PCC meeting. Fr Jason did not 

consider it a necessary approach at this time since the deficit largely comprised 

buildings work and not the working budget and are able to come from savings for this 

purpose. 

 

Thanks were expressed to Richard for his ongoing dedication and work as Treasurer, 

with particular regard to drawing up the accounts. 

 

14. CORRESPONDENCE 

The Secretary noted the following letters have been received and are held on file:  

* A letter from Clair Kirk wishing everyone well for Christmas and 2020, and 

updating on her new life and church activities in Cumbria. 



4 

 

Love God, Love Each Other, Love Our Communities                 Come Follow Christ in the Footsteps of Saint Chad. 

* A letter of thanks from Margo Christie for the gift received in gratitude for her work 

on behalf of the church. 

* A letter from Rosemary Smith regarding Christmas cards/magazine distribution – 

previously discussed at item 9 above. 

* Updates from the Deanery announcing forthcoming representation changes. - To be 

considered in due course. 

 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next PCC meeting is on Wednesday 11th March 2020, starting at 7.30pm. 

 

The Annual Parish Church Meeting is after Evensong on Sunday 26th April 2020 

in the Church Hall. Jane Booker’s offer to organise refreshments was gratefully 

received. 

 

16. CONCLUSION 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 pm with a blessing from 

the parish priest. 


