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The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church” 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST GILES’ CHURCH, WHITTINGTON, 

ON 20th NOVEMBER 2019  

IN THE CHURCH HALL MEETING ROOM AT 7.45pm 

 

 

1. PRAYER 

Fr Jason opened the meeting with a brief time of prayer. 

1.2 Declaration of Interest: no conflicts were declared. 

 

2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES 

Present: Revd. Dr Jason Phillips, Jane Booker, David Clarke, Richard Dyott,                    

Sara Dyott, Brenda Olson, Gillian Davis, Russell Dickerson, Lesley Knighton, 

Pamela Palmer and Jane Jones. 

Apologies: Jonathan Smith and Brian Kempthorne. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 11th SEPTEMBER 2019  

Subject to 1 amendment, the minutes of this meeting were unanimously agreed, as 

proposed by Pamela Palmer and seconded by Brenda Olson.  

 

4. MATTERS ARISING – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 

* The Marriage Measure, Civil Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths Act 2019, has 

been put back until January 2020. 

 

5. SAFEGUARDING 

Lynne Ingham, Safeguarding Co-ordinator has forwarded the relevant return to the 

Diocese.  

Fr Jason and Gill have undertaken C3 training. David, Lesley and Lynne have 

completed C2.  

All PCC members were reminded to complete the required relevant modules on line. 

Lynne is trying to arrange collective training for those preferring to complete modules 

C0 and C1 collectively face-to-face. 

 (Action – All concerned to undertake Safeguarding training and advise Fr. 

Jason on completion) 

 

6. MISSIONAL REORDERING OF THE CHURCH 

There has been a meeting with Adrian, the Project Manager, and a survey has been 

carried out. Plans are being drawn up and on completion, a further meeting of the 

PFMC will consider these. Many thanks were expressed to David for his considerable 

work thus far in this connection. 
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7. PFMC- BUILDING MATTERS 

* Fencing the land behind the church hall is outstanding – Lee Clayton will undertake 

this. 

* The PCC agreed additional floodlighting around the church hall would be beneficial. 

This will be deferred until Sara can proceed with a grant application to the Parish 

Council. 

* The damp patch at the right hand side of the church has been investigated and the 

gutters cleaned. Consideration will be given to unblocking the downpipe. 

* Further solar panels are not thought viable currently. 

* It might be possible for a communications mast to be erected in the tower – to be 

considered. 

* Pruning of the yews around the Dyott plot is under consideration. 

* It is probable that approval will be given for pruning the lime tree which is 

overhanging the path. 

* Thanks were expressed to the Horton family who have made an excellent job of 

widening and clearing the path in the churchyard significantly improving health and 

safety. 

* A grab rail/assistance frame is desirable for use in the toilet following an incident. 

Options will be considered by the warden and put in place. 

 

8. UPDATE FROM FUNDRAISING GROUP 

* Lesley confirmed that Margo Christie wishes to resign as Fête Chairperson. Her 

invaluable work over many years was recorded. The Secretary will forward a letter of 

thanks. On a proposal by Lesley Knighton, seconded by Pamela Palmer it was 

unanimously agreed that Margo should be given a token gift (possibly a voucher for 

afternoon tea). Lesley and Brenda will pursue. 

(Action – Lesley/Brenda to organise gift and Secretary to write letter of thanks) 

* Lesley presented a report of the Fundraising meeting held on 24th October – a copy 

of which is on file. The PCC was delighted to endorse the proposals for the coming 

year and noted that in 2020 there will be a Strawberry Fair on 13th June rather than a 

Fête. Thanks were expressed to Lesley and the group for their tremendous work thus 

far. It was noted that organisation of certain events is unassigned so volunteers are 

sought. 

* Many thanks to Barbara and Jane Booker for their hard work in connection with the 

Harvest Lunch. 

* Thanks also to Jonathan and all who participated in the Historic Churches Ride and 

Stride, which raised £182.50 for church funds. 

 

9. PAINTING THE CHURCH RAMP GATE IN BLUE 

David referred to his paper (circulated previously and held on file), highlighting the 

poor state of the church gate and the proposal to paint it blue to match the ramp rail 

uprights and paintwork across the carpark.  It was felt this would create a great first 

impression of smartness and freshness to all considering worshipping, getting married 

or having their children baptised – thus contributing to our missional purpose. A full 

and frank discussion followed. Richard Dyott wished to widen the discussion and 

expressed concern that this might lead to the downspouts being painted blue. Fr Jason 

declined, replying that the only matter under debate was whether the gate should be 

painted. He advised that another colour was not an alternative.  
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Fr Jason proposed from the chair that the gate should be painted blue and this was 

approved on a majority decision – 6 in favour, 4 against with 1 abstention. 

Additionally, the chair as proposer was in favour. 

 

(Action – David to progress as proposed) 

 

10. ST BARTHOLOMEW’S HINTS 

Hints PCC advised yesterday that it costs £1000 per month to keep Hints church open. 

2 donors have given £1000 each – thus enabling the church to continue until March 

2020. Hints PCC has received some good ideas for future initiatives from 3 young 

ladies who attended the meeting. 

David reported that Hints were immensely grateful for St Giles’ attendance at their 

earlier meeting, attempting to save the church. He noted that if St Bartholomew’s 

closes, St Giles and St Mary’s will have to find an additional £5000 to cover their 

parish share. He proposed that we should help by covering their proportion towards 

shared ministry costs – approximately £90 per month. Jane Booker commented that it 

might be a good time to reconsider our own expenses. 

Russell stated it would be such a pity if this quintessentially English parish church had 

to close. It was also observed that Hints might more appropriately revert to the 

Fazeley group and Fr Jason reminded members that in the future St Giles would likely 

be incorporated into a wider team of churches. 

The PCC thanked David for his suggestion and, after discussion, it was agreed that the 

matter should be reconsidered at our meeting in March. 

 

11. CULTURE 

Consideration was given to developing the cultural use of the church. Ideas included: 

* A further presentation along the lines of the successful St Mark’s Gospel 

performance. 

* Mystery play 

* Hustings for local elections 

* Possible venue for Lichfield Festival events. Jane Booker will pursue this. 

(Action – Jane to progress as proposed) 

This subject will be discussed further at the next PCC meeting and David was thanked 

for his exploratory ideas. 

 

12. FINANCE 

Richard presented a report of the current finances at St Giles, projecting a potential 

deficit at year end of £2500 based upon a comparable transactional analysis of 

activities in 2018. He highlighted caveats however. 

The question was raised as to whether there would be a Gift Day in 2020.To be 

considered at a later date. 

Also further thought should be given to the suggested “Friends of St Giles” initiative. 

This could involve a £10/£20 subscription, with a membership badge and service/tea 

annually. 

(Action – Richard and Lesley to investigate further) 

It was suggested that the upgrade to the toilet seating might be appropriate for a 

Parish Council grant. 

(Action – Sara to progress in due course) 

Thanks were expressed to Richard for his ongoing dedication and work as Treasurer. 
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13. CORRESPONDENCE 

The Secretary mentioned that several letters have been received and are held on file, 

noting: 

*  A letter from Cath Gibbs tendering her resignation from the PCC as she moves to 

Brighton to be nearer some of her family. Cath included heartfelt sentiments wishing 

everyone well in the future. 

* A letter in response from Fr Jason, thanking Cath for everything she has done for St 

Giles Church and the community and wishing her and Ron well for the future. 

(At this juncture, thanks were expressed to the Wardens who arranged a collection – 

which raised approximately £400 – and for planning the farewell event and gift at 

short notice) 

* A thankyou letter from Maggie Brosch for Harvest gifts. 

* Letters of thanks for donations received by: 

St Mary’s Church 

Medécins sans frontières 

Red Cross 

Christian Aid, 

as agreed at the previous PCC meeting. 

 

14. DEANERY SYNOD 

Recent reports have been circulated. The last meeting focussed on Eco Church and 

David will give consideration to anything of a practical and cost-neutral nature. 

(Action – David to consider) 

 

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

* Peter Olding, who is happy to install the lights once again, has highlighted that 

some of the bulbs for the tower Christmas lights appear to be inoperative and cannot 

be replaced individually. It was agreed that a check should be made after installation 

and consideration given to whether a new set is required next year. 

* Thanks were expressed to all who signed the Church/Parish Christmas Cards. Help 

is required for their delivery! 

* The fees for the coming year were received and are on file. 

* Fr Jason has drawn up a schedule for PCC meetings and the APCM for 2020.  

This will be sent to the Secretary for circulation. 

(Action – Fr Jason and Jane Jones to circulate) 

 Fr Jason suggested that PCC meetings should commence at 7pm to aid discussion 

and save late finishes particularly during winter months. Safeguarding difficulties 

arise over earlier occupancy of the hall and some members felt discussion was better 

in the hall rather than the church. As a compromise, it was agreed that meetings 

should start at 7.30 pm in the hall until the church reordering is completed. 

 

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next PCC meeting is on Wednesday 15th January 2020, starting at 7.30pm. 

 

17. CONCLUSION 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35 pm with a blessing. 


