
 

The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church” 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST GILES’ CHURCH, WHITTINGTON, 

ON 15th MAY 2019  

IN THE CHURCH HALL MEETING ROOM AT 7.45pm 

 

 

1. PRAYER 

Fr Jason opened the meeting with a brief time of prayer. 

1.2 Declaration of Interest: no conflicts were declared. 

 

2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES 

Present: Revd. Dr Jason Phillips, Jane Jones, David Clarke, Richard Dyott,                    

Sara Dyott, Jonathan Smith, , Brenda Olson, Gillian Davis, Cath Gibbs and Russell 

Dickerson 

Apologies: Lesley Knighton, Brian Kempthorne, Pamela Palmer and Jane Booker. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 20th MARCH 2019  

The minutes of this meeting were unanimously agreed, as proposed by Brenda Olson 

and seconded by Cath Gibbs.  

MINUTES OF THE SHORT PCC MEETING HELD ON 7th APRIL 2019  

The minutes of this meeting were unanimously agreed, as proposed by Brenda Olson 

and seconded by Jonathan Smith. 

MINUTES OF THE APCM HELD ON 7th APRIL 2019 

These minutes were noted and one minor amendment was agreed. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 

Meeting of 20th March.  

David Clarke raised the matter of a Dementia Friendly presentation and the PCC 

discussed the appropriate target audience, publicity and timing for such an event 

which was agreed desirable. David will discuss with Terry Tricker and it was thought 

September might be the optimum time. 

(Action – David will initially speak to Terry so the matter can be considered 

further) 

APCM 

There is some indication that there has been a slight, positive response to the 

suggestion that planned giving should be increased. 

(Action – Gillian Davis and Richard Dyott will check and advise) 

 

 

 



 

5. MISSION ACTION PLAN 

Fr. Jason referred to Sam Wells’ “4C” focus for Church mission – Congregation, 

Compassion, Culture and Commerce, as highlighted on the agenda. He suggested 

consideration should be given to whether a culture group could be formed, focussing 

on the arts and music both to be salt and light to the community and to re-present the 

Christian narrative to the locality in creative ways. 

 

6. SAFEGUARDING 

Lynne Ingham has taken on the role of Safeguarding Co-ordinator and the updated 

policy will be presented to the PCC for review at the September 2019 meeting. 

A NIL return for Safeguarding cases has been forwarded to the Bishop at his request. 

Lynne Ingham, Lesley Knighton and Lynne Mills will be undertaking C2 training and 

a reminder was issued to all PCC members to undertake C0 and C1 training.  

 (Action – All concerned to undertake Safeguarding training and advise Fr. 

Jason on completion) 

 

7. RE-ORDERING OF THE CHURCH 

* Richard Dyott voiced his concerns about the process that had been taken to date, 

believing that views and wishes of the wider congregation should have been sought 

before any potential plans were drawn up for consideration. He considers that all 

plans contained flaws and added that he felt insufficient time for consideration was 

given by people. He noted that 2/3 responses favoured an extension to the church 

building but the current proposal seems to dismiss this. 

* Fr Jason noted Richard’s concerns but opined that the approach was correct. He 

stated that we should do what is best for the church/mission taking a range of 

evidence into consideration which has been done. He reminded that the seeking of 

views was not a vote but part of a discernment process. 

* David Clarke presented the re-ordering background information and proposal 

documents, which had been circulated beforehand and a copy of which is on file. 

He explained that he had tried to be as concise and balanced as possible, noting 

concerns expressed from all. David confirmed he had sought advice from the 

Archdeacon and DAC beforehand. 

It was accepted that the necessary repairs to the flooring and panelling had not been 

costed in plans and would therefore increase the costs we have so far thought about. 

37 responses had been received and 4 additional plans submitted from those replying. 

All members of the PFMC had considered a list of 32 potential requirements, 

expressed their views against each and a document had been compiled from this 

outlining broad proposals for progression. This action had duly been taken. This had 

been agreed to go forward to PCC by a majority vote at the PFMC. David then drew 

the attention of the meeting to the points contained in the proposal document. 

The question of a “public appeal” had been considered and David viewed this as 

unlikely to be successful given the large reserves that we hold and the general lack of 

public interest when the plans were displayed. 

Russell Dickerson commented that he sees the proposal could be considered as a first 

phase which does not preclude a subsequent extension if deemed beneficial at some 

future time should congregational number rise sufficiently to warrant it. He noted that 

there is capacity to realign the pews. He also stated his view that the central heating 

and lighting should be reviewed/improved before starting other work. 



Cath Gibbs accepted that these aspects warrant consideration but should not detract 

from the prime need for reordering. 

Fr Jason reminded the PCC that they had considered for over a year heating needs and 

had decided to take no further action but to maintain a higher base temperature level.  

 

After a full and frank discussion, it was proposed by David Clarke and seconded by 

Russell Dickerson that progress should be made in accordance with the summary 

proposal.   

This was accepted on a majority vote – 7 in favour and 2 against.  

 

Fr. Jason thanked all for their opinions and work to date – especially David for his 

substantial contribution. 

(Action – PFMC to progress as appropriate) 

 

8. REPORTS  

* Deanery Synod - no report on this occasion as no meeting of DS in the interim. 

* Churches Together in Lichfield - no report on this occasion as no meeting of 

CTIL in the interim. 

* Church hall – Sara Dyott advised that there were no items to report concerning the 

hall. However the piece of land at the rear of the hall was in the process of “turfing” 

thanks to the combined efforts of John Bishop and Terry Woodward who had been 

contracted to undertake the work. Fencing will then be considered. 

 

9. FINANCE 

Richard Dyott advised that currently expenditure exceeds income by £7400 and 

further consideration should be given to possibly reducing the former and/or 

increasing the latter.  

 

Fr. Jason wondered whether this situation was likely to persist throughout the year or 

if expenditure was usually high at this time of year and would therefore balance out as 

income was received.  The treasurer was unable to give a response to this enquiry at 

this time. 

 

It was also asked whether any essential, major repairs were anticipated. Richard 

replied that, although repair of the wall has been approved by the PCC already, he did 

not consider this vital at the moment.  Fr Jason reminded the meeting that it was part 

of the quinquennial inspection report and should be done. It was a false economy not 

to undertake maintenance works at the earliest time possible.  

 

Fundraising remains high priority and, although events may not necessarily raise a 

huge sum, their benefit socially is often substantial and should not prevent such 

occasions in the future. It was suggested that we should be pro-active in drawing in 

the wider congregation and community to assist raising of funds. It was noted that the 

deficit of income over expenditure reported by the treasurer would require raising an 

additional circa £100 per congregational member in the financial year. 

 

It was felt that a Beetle Drive might be lucrative – as is usually the case at Weeford 

and Hints. 

 



It was agreed consideration should be given to forming a finance and fundraising 

committee as suggested by Sam Wells approach and possibly hosting an event in 

Advent. Fundraising will be discussed further at the September meeting. 

Meanwhile the Secretary will reissue the fundraising programme agreed in May 2018. 

(Action – Jane to reissue relevant minutes/timetable) 

 

On a proposal by Cath Gibbs, seconded by Sara Dyott, it was unanimously agreed that 

the church should accept 8 Fairtrade calendars for a donation of £40. 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 

A letter of thanks has been received from St Giles Hospice following their “Time to 

reflect and remember service” on 7th April 2019. 

The Secretary also noted receipt of the letter from the Gray/Booker family which had 

been noted in deliberations at item 7 above. All were given the opportunity to read 

this. 

 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Jonathan Smith mentioned that he is an Adviser to the Whittington and Fisherwick 

Fund which makes grants to both individuals and organisations. In the case of 

organisations, a bank account is necessary but the main church accounts will suffice. 

Although he wondered if Coffee Stop might benefit, discussions indicate that those 

funds are adequate at this time. 

Jonathan encouraged specific applications to the Whittington and Fisherwick Fund. 

It was noted with gratitude that £800 has been received from the Fund towards the 

Fête. 

 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND CONCLUSION 

The next PCC meeting is on Wednesday 11th September at 7.45pm. 

 

 

13. CONCLUSION 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25 pm with the Grace 


