
 

The Anglican Parishes of Whittington, Weeford and Hints 

He has told you, what is good and what the Lord requires of you; to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 

 

“Promoting in the Parish the whole mission of the Church” 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST GILES’ CHURCH, WHITTINGTON, 

ON 20th MARCH 2019  

IN THE CHURCH HALL MEETING ROOM AT 7.45pm 

 

 

1. PRAYER 

Fr Jason opened the meeting with a brief time of prayer. 

1.2 Declaration of Interest: no conflicts were declared. 

 

2. THOSE IN ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES 

Present: Revd. Dr Jason Phillips, Sara Dyott, Richard Dyott, Jonathan Smith, Brian 

Kempthorne, David Clarke, Jane Booker, Brenda Olson, Gillian Davis, Lesley 

Knighton, Pamela Palmer, Rowena Acher and Jane Jones. 

Apologies: Cath Gibbs  

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 19th JANUARY 2019  

The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously agreed, as proposed by David 

Clarke and seconded by Brenda Olson.  

 

4. MATTERS ARISING – NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE 

Item 11. David has sought an update and discovered that Liz Hollis is now £300 

short of the sum required to fund her pilgrimage. She has approached various Trusts 

but some responses are outstanding. On a proposal by Jonathan Smith, seconded by 

Brian Kempthorne, it was unanimously agreed that, in view of Liz’s distinctive status 

as a “home-grown” ordinand, the PCC should underwrite a further £100 towards the 

total cost in the event of alternative funds not being available. Jonathan also suggested 

Liz might approach Whittington and Fisherwick Trust if her residence remains in the 

parish.  

(Action – David will advise the family) 
 

5. REORDERING 
To date, 13 responses have been received to the 5 plans displayed in church. There is 

no clear front runner. Replies were sought before the end of March and, to further 

assist this process, additional reply forms will be placed at the back of church. 

David will collate responses for the PFMC meeting on 12th April and the matter will 

be presented to the PCC in due course. Many thanks were expressed to David for his 

considerable work on this project.  

 

 



 

6. SAFEGUARDING 

Fr Jason has met with Liz Smith and the relevant policies have been reviewed and 

updated. He reminded the PCC that there is a statutory requirement for a Safeguarding 

Coordinator to be identified. Gillian Davis said she would be willing to take on the 

role if someone else took over the Gift Aid duties. Fr. Jason advised that the Diocese 

has offered to take over Gift Aid on behalf of parishes so this might be a possibility. 

The PCC thanked Gillian for her offer. 

 (Action – Fr. Jason, in conjunction with the Wardens, will pursue the Gift Aid 

issue with the Diocese) 
 

7. HOME COMMUNIONS 

Several people have received initial training – the first of 3 steps in this process which 

is prevalent in the Anglican Church. A DBS check and Bishop’s licence is also 

required.  

On a proposal by David Clarke, seconded by Brian Kempthorne, it was unanimously 

agreed that the following people should be accepted for such ministry – subject to 

satisfactory completion of stages 2 and 3: 

Brenda Olson, Cath Gibbs, Sue Chapman, Wendy Jenkins, Christine Dutton, Lesley 

Knighton and Rowena Acher. 

 

8. TRUSTEES REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Initially, Fr. Jason and David presented the Trustees Report highlighting that a few 

amendments were required – including the insertion of a paragraph about 

Safeguarding and clarification that the Parish Administrator works part-time. The 

report is aligned to the calendar year so also must also show the composition of the 

PCC in January 2018 – i.e. including Steve Lane, Irene Jones, Anne Colgrave and 

Clair Kirk. 

Richard then presented the Financial Statement, explaining where several items had 

to be shown as gross rather than nett, with the relevant deductions shown separately. 

Huge thanks were expressed to both David and Richard for their substantial work in 

preparing these documents and for all the ongoing activity throughout the year. 

On a proposal by Pamela Palmer, seconded by Brenda Olson, the PCC unanimously 

approved the Trustees Report and Financial Statement, subject to the 

amendments/matters noted. 

 

9. FUNDRAISING 

a) Quiz night –£1403.03 was raised. Many thanks to all involved, especially Jane and 

Ken Booker 

b) Skittles event – all is in hand and teams are being formed. The Children’s event 

will be in the daytime and the Adults’ in the evening 

c) Fête – Plans are progressing. Gillian will be happy to run the bric-a-brac stall if she 

can be assured of items to sell and offers of help in the run-up and on the day. 

 

10. REPORTS 

a) Church Hall – Sara advised that £450 has been received from the Parish Council 

for the work behind the telephone exchange which John Bishop has already started. 

Concern was expressed over the potentially disintegrating condition of several craft 

items stored in that building. This matter will be reconsidered in the autumn if an 

appropriate leader for Messy Church has not been appointed.  



b) Deanery Synod – David presented a report – an abridged copy of which is on file. 

The latest meeting focussed on a new training structure for Readers and an 

interesting This Time Tomorrow talk from Kathy Coe, the retiring Director of the 

Pathway Project who is shortly to receive an MBE for her work in this context. 

c) Churches Together – Rob Hilyer attended the last meeting. Subjects covered 

included Dementia Friendly initiatives. The PCC agreed that David should explore a 

training event on Dementia Friendly for the parish. 

(Action – David to pursue) 
Also covered were Green issues, the Walk of Witness, Lent House Groups and 

Christmas Day Together which welcomed 50 guests and was supported by 

volunteers, Tesco and Waitrose. As yet there is nobody to organise a similar event for 

2019. The Emergency Night Shelter has been well supported by helpers and well-

received by clients. 

 

11. PREPARATIONS FOR THE APCM 

2 vacancies for Deanery Synod remain until 2020. Rowena Acher offered to serve.  

The Auditor has noted that the post of Treasurer should be elected rather than ex 

officio. Richard Dyott expressed his willingness to stand as a PCC member and 

Treasurer. 

Sara Dyott’s 3-year term on the PCC ends this April and she is willing to serve for a 

further term. 

All offers were gratefully received! 

It was noted that Pamela Palmer’s 6-year term ends this April. Pamela was thanked 

for her contribution over this time. 

 

12. CORRESPONDENCE 

Letters of thanks for donations/support have been received from: 

Liz Hollis, 

Fairtrade, 

Pathway Project, 

Whittington Primary School, 

BMS World Mission, 

Leprosy Mission – who received £100 donation from funds plus £105 from the plate 

collection which will be doubled to £410 under a current governmental initiative. 

Richard reminded the PCC of our ongoing commitment to Mission Giving. 

 

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The APCM is on Sunday 7th April 2019 in the church hall at 7.40pm. 

The next full PCC meeting is on Wednesday 15th May at 7.45pm. 

 

14 CONCLUSION  

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm with the Grace 


